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Our 2014 Autumn Assembly was organised jointly with CAFOD and marked the South-East launch of 
their campaign to raise awareness of the dangers of climate change, which is already damaging the lives 
of so many. 
 

As is usual in our Assemblies we started with a table talk, facilitated by Phil Kerton, where participants 
were asked to discuss amongst themselves issues of interest and concern and then feed back to the 
wider meeting.   
 

A large number of concerns were expressed about the local problems being faced in parishes and com-
munities.  Food banks are appearing even in affluent areas.  Many needing their help are suffering from 
the impact of benefit cuts, delays and sanctions as well as the effects of the bedroom tax but a number of 
those seeking help are in work but not receiving a “living wage”.  There is also a rise in street homeless-
ness and the need for night shelters, a programme for these is being organised by Housing Justice. 
 

The work of CAFOD was widely commended, particularly the growing number of MP correspondents who 
are taking on the role of raising awareness amongst our politicians of a wide range of issues including 
maintaining the 0.7% GDP aid budget and ensuring it is used to the best effect.  .  
 

A greater need for active parish Justice & Peace groups was raised, the need to get more young people 
involved and to ensure the full and active support of our Parish Priests.  Evangelii Gaudium could be an 
inspiration.  The LiveSimply Parish Award a great way to motivate and get the parish working together.  
 

Other issues raised included the need for more social housing, Community Land Trusts could help greatly 
with this, the campaign to at least cut out the most dangerous aspects of the TTIP trade agreement and 
the need for us all to live more sustainably both at home and in our communities. 
 
CAFOD’s partners from Peru:     Our first speakers were Jesy Romero and Adan Pajuelo from the  
Peruvian Catholic Bishops Social Action Commission (CEAS).  Adan is from Cruz de Mayo, a farming 
community in the Andes 400 miles north of Lima.  Above the 
community is the Paron lagoon and above that glaciers and 
mountains.  Below are big farms growing crops for export.  Peru 
has 70% of the tropical glaciers in the world but since the 1970s 
30% of the glaciers in their region have melted, a nearby ski re-
sort has lost most of its snow. 
 

With decreasing ice on the mountains a lack of rain means a 
lack on drinking water and Adan showed pictures on the water 
sources drying up.  Water rationing has been imposed and 
farmers can only water their crops one day per month. 
 

 



The Church is working with the Cruz Mayo community 
to do their utmost to safeguard water for future  
generations.  They have become well organised, are 
negotiating with the companies which wish to use their 
water and have developed a water monitoring process. 
 

The UN conference COP 20 (Climate Change Policy 
and Practice) is being held in Lima this December.  
This is a People’s Summit bringing together Heads of 
State, Bishops and concerned individuals.  A  
knowledgebase of UN and inter-governmental  
activities addressing global climate change.   
 

Jesy and Adan called on us all to spread the word 
about their CEAS campaign on climate change in 

Peru, and the work they are doing around COP20.  Their message for us to take away is that we 
are all working for the love of our families… and for our neighbours across the world. 
 
Climate Change nearer home: Our next speaker was Fr David Vannerley, from the Canterbury 
Archdiocese who is Organising Chaplain for The Kent Ecumenical Critical Incident Chaplaincy  
Service.   Fr David spoke of the work of Churches Together in Kent which has the roles of  
overseeing local ecumenical projects and the public services chaplaincies, looking to make a  
seamless transition between “blue light” and voluntary support services. 
 

The effects of climate change does effect our own communities.  The devastating floods last Winter 
required 153 homes to be evacuated in Kent causing turmoil to those families and to the many  
others affected by floods in their communities.  The legacy for farmers was still being felt throughout 
this year.  The Eden Valley, Medway and Stour Valley are all areas which will be subject to growing 
dangers from flooding as sea levels rise.  
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
Following the initial speakers we split into groups for four workshops with everyone having the  
opportunity to attend two, one either side of lunch: 
 
Getting young campaigners involved in climate change - facilitated by Eileen Hayes 
 

Around 20 people came together for a workshop about getting young people involved in the 
campaign. We played Agree or Disagree at the beginning of the workshop, asking people to 
move from one end of the room to the other depending on whether they agreed or disagreed 
with a given statement. Through this we discovered that we had some people who met and 
worked with young people daily, through to those who felt that they did not know any at all. 
 

We looked at several questions to think about how we could involve the young people in our 
parish community: - Where are the young people? - How might we reach them? - Who can 
help us? 
 

Most parishes had at least some young people within their congregations and if not at Mass 
they could be found at Youth Masses and in confirmation and youth groups. Suggestions made 
were reaching out to them through the catechists who run the confirmation classes and youth 
provision in the parish, and also through schools. We could also work with our Diocesan Youth 
Services who will be happy to help with training and support. 
 

It was also suggested that we simply talk to young people and invite them to join in activities.  
A first challenge was made – could each workshop participant take the ‘Turn me off/Turn me 
down’ stickers from their pack and offer them to a young person in their parish the following 
day, as a way to gently mention the campaign? 
 

We also discussed the three barriers to action (which hold true whatever someone’s age): 
Lacking understanding of the issue                Not seeing what it has to do with them 
Feeling that they can’t do anything to change things 

 

We thought about these in relation to climate change and used the CAFOD Climate Change 
photopack to try and pick out facts or images that could help us overcome these barriers with 
young people. 
 

Participants were directed to www.cafod.org.uk/Education/Youth-Leaders where more Climate 
Resources for youth leaders will be appearing between now and January. 
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LiveSimply Parish Award Workshop 
- led by Roger Wright and Mary O’Mahoney 
 

This session was attended by about 25 people and  
commenced with the LiveSimply prayer.  There followed 
an introduction to LiveSimply and how the CAFOD parish award had been gained at St James the 
Great, Petts Wood  in June 2014.  The basic requirements of the award are for a parish to follow 
three principles, namely to: Live Simply, Live Sustainably and Live in Solidarity with the poor.  This 
is achieved by completing one substantial and two supporting actions relating to each principle.  A 
small team is needed to design a plan and coordinate parish involvement over 12 to 18 months.  
The plan should be designed to show how the LiveSimply principles will be put into practice in each 
of the three ways: reflection and worship, practical and reaching out.  It was stressed that support 
and encouragement from the Parish Priest is very important, particularly in allowing dissemination 
of publicity in church and assisting with the aspect of reflection and worship.  Thorough planning is 
vital and CAFOD provide detailed and helpful packs of literature to aid this stage.  The registered 
plan should include mainly new initiatives, or perhaps re-invigorate existing ones, bearing in mind 
that a “substantial” action is one involving either a significant change in practice or affects a large 
number of people.  Existing parish groups were very much involved at St James’ where LiveSimply 
actions resulted in groups combining their talents and also mixing socially.  It is important to keep 
evidence of actions taken because when it is time to apply for the award the parish must show that 
its promises have been kept.  Full details of the St James’ activities and the evidence assembled 
can be found at www.stjamespettswood.org/livesimply.html  
 

Roger concluded his introduction by noting that the CAFOD climate change campaign should make 
it easier to promote initiatives which remind our priests and congregations of the urgency of this 
problem.  Caring for the planet is a component of all three principles.  Reducing our consumption is 
not only essential for solving the climate problem but fair to developing nations who are being 
robbed of natural resources, as well as suffering from the devastating effects of an unstable cli-
mate.  LiveSimply is at the heart of this campaign.     {Roger says take this paragraph out if no 
space} 
 

Attendees were then invited to work together in small groups to fill out workshop sheets listing what 
actions their parishes might consider for each of the three principles.  It was observed that actions 
for living in solidarity with the poor were very obvious, living sustainably fairly easy, but living simply 
actions were more difficult to envisage!  Help on all three is available in the excellent CAFOD litera-
ture pack. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One Climate One World - Taking Action Together 
 

Our final speaker, launching the CAFOD Campaign, was Maria Elena Arana CAFOD’s Campaign 
Coordinator.  Maria Elena thanked us for joining the launch One Climate One World, the CAFOD 
campaign which is inspiring people across the country to take action on Climate Change and  
Sustainable Energy, and thanked the Southwark Justice and Peace Commission for working with 
CAFOD to support this South East Campaign launch. CAFOD is the overseas development arm of 
the Catholic Church in England and Wales working  with poor communities across the world, stand-
ing side by side with them to end poverty and injustice. They work with people of all faiths and none. 
 

CAFOD are launching One Climate One World campaign as climate change is the single biggest 
threat to reducing poverty. They are calling on all the Westminster party leaders to prevent climate 
change pushing people further into poverty. They are also calling on them to support the transition 
from polluting fossil fuels to more sustainable energy. From Jesy and Adan we had heard about the 
reality of climate change and the impact it is already having on poor communities across the world. 
But we can’t just expect the politicians to do it all. We all have a responsibility to do what we can to 
reduce our own carbon emissions. Even small actions can add up - like drops in the ocean.  
 

We had all been handed a pack of campaign  
resources including a campaign action card and a 
green earth heart post it note when we arrived. Maria 
Elena asked us to use the post it notes to write down 
one thing we each will pledge, place them on a large 
heart and take this community action in our parishes, 
there is a  template for hearts on CAFOD website. 
Thanking us again for coming along today she hoped 
that we would leave feeling inspired to share the  
campaign with others.  
 

Following Maria Elena’s talk, and feedback on the 
day,  the giant heart and the One Climate One World 
banner were taken outside for photographs, so we 
could be reminded of all the actions we are planning 
to take. Our local CAFOD offices will be happy to support us in organising a One Climate One World 
action card signing.  They can be contacted by e-mail: southwark@cafod.org.uk or 020 8466 9901.  

Resources are available at http://www.cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Get-clued-up/Climate-and-energy  

Southwark JPIC Office, Cathedral House, Westminster Bridge Rd London, SE1 7HY.  
020 7928 9742                                                                                       office@southwarkjandp.co.uk 
Chair: Fr Arbogast Lekule,  Coordinator: Terry Brown               Website:  www.southwarkjandp.co.uk 



 

 
 

 

 
 


