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Our 8 page booklet  giving “A Briefing on the Welfare Benefit Changes”  

will be available very shortly.   
 

The booklet aims to:  

• Provide a summary of the main changes that are taking place and some of the concerns  

being raised regarding the impact of the changes. 

• Highlight the effects that these changes may have.  

• Offer ideas of how individuals, organisations and parish communities may respond to the  

changes. 

• Reflect, through Catholic Social Teaching, on a faith response to the welfare changes and  

their effects. 
 

There are sections on the main changes, concerns raised by the changes, what help is available 

from your Local Authority in terms of Discretionary Housing Payments and Discretionary Council 

Tax relief, thoughts on what this has to do with our parishes and our communities and idea about 

practical ways we can all get involved in helping those who may be in desperate need. 
 

The printing costs are being met by St Mary’s parish, West Croydon (thanks are due to Fr Michael 

Scanlon) and copies can therefore be sent to you free of charge.  Please contact the office by 
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July 21st - Commonwork Summer Open Day 
11am-5pm At Bore Place , Chiddingstone, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7AR. 01732 463255. Free shuttle bus 
from Tonbridge train station running regularly from 10.30am. Celebrate new renewable energy installations 
and their growing, cooking and eating activities. Hands-on activities, live music and entertainment through-
out the day Adults £6, children (2-18) and concessions £3, under 2s free of charge. More information at:  
http://www.commonwork.org/courses-and-events/commonwork-summer-open-day-2013 
 
August 6th - Hiroshima Remembrance Service 
For the past 28 years the Kent Justice & Peace Group have organised a commemoration service at  
Aylesford Priory to mark the anniversary of the dropping of the first atomic bombs in 1945. Starting at 
8.20pm. Refreshments available after the service. All welcome. 

September 18th - Our mutual friend: is the co-operative a model for our times?  
Panel discussion organised by JustShare. Panellists: John Clark, Daily Bread Co-operative; Adrian Coles, 
Director General, Buildings Society Association; Hugh Roseburn, Hughro Ltd. 6.30pm at St James’  
Piccadilly, London, W1J 9LL.More information: 07786 030601. 

 
October 20th - The CAFOD Autumn Pilgrimage  
Starting in St Francis de Sales Church, Hartley at 1.00 pm and walking on through woodland and field paths 
around the area. A light lunch will be provided from 12.15 pm - following on from the parish provision of  
coffee after the 10.30 am Mass (which all are welcome to join). We expect to get back to St Francis de 

 

                                                                         In case you have not already seen it may I particularly recommend      
                                                            this month’s edition of The Pilgrim as it contains an excellent article  
                                                            by Michael McLoughlin entitled “Why a Justice & Peace Group?” 
 

                                                            Should anyone be inspired to start a J&P group, or develop an 
existing one, the Commission steering committee would be most pleased to hear from you and offer any 
support we can give. 
 

The paper has many other interesting items including a continuing the latest of a series of articles exploring 
Catholic Social Teaching by Fr.Ashley Beck and an inspiring article by Fr. Jeff Cridland on the work being 
done by the Food Bank he has established in his parish.  Great value for only 50p 


