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INTRODUCTION

In May 1991, Archbishop Bowen sent a statement to all parishes about Justice and 
Peace work in the Diocese. In it he said:

It is my clear aim to make concern for Justice and Peace issues more central 
to the life of the diocese. Each person has a responsibility to promote justice, 
from which comes true peace in our families, our society and between 
nations.

The Archbishop hoped to see the existing Justice and Peace groups grow stronger 
and said: ‘new groups can and should, as a priority, be formed’. In late 1995, he 
again demonstrated his desire to promote justice and peace by spending a full study
day with Justice and Peace groups from all over the Diocese. The day ended with 
Mass at which those present re-dedicated themselves to the work of justice and 
peace. This commitment to justice and peace has been shared by our own Area 
Bishops. In 1997, to mark the approaching Millennium, Justice and Peace groups 
were called upon to play an active part in the ‘New Covenant with the Poor’ signed 
by the Archbishop and the Area Bishops on Holy Thursday.

Help to get started and to grow.
Parishes in Kent who have a Justice and Peace group or who want to start one will 
find that there are many ways in which they can be helped. Within Kent, and 
working closely with the Area Bishop, there is a Kent Justice and Peace Support 
Group. They have the task of liaising with the diocesan and national groups and 
with the many Justice and Peace groups and individuals in Kent parishes. The 
Support Group will be happy to work with any priest or parishioner who wants to 
start a new Justice and Peace group. There are individuals within existing groups 
who are only too pleased to help new groups to develop.

For existing groups there is an occasional mailing from the Support Group offering 
information about current issues of justice and of peace, news about campaigns 
underway, meetings coming up and many other matters of interest. The Support 
Group does not tell you what to do, but it provides news about what others are 
doing and ideas for action. It also organises occasional events on various topics at 
which members of Justice and Peace groups and interested individuals can meet 
with one another, as well – in the past – as an annual meeting and afternoon of 
recollection for all the Kent groups, in which the Area Bishop has participated. 
From time to time there has been liaison with like-minded groups in Boulogne and 
Calais. Where there is no parish group, there is often a parish contact - an 
individual willing to act as a link between the Support Group and the parish. The 
contact also gets the regular mailings.
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At diocesan level there is a Southwark Justice and Peace Office, financed with help 
from CAFOD, and staffed by a Justice and Peace Co-ordinator, whose job is to 
encourage and promote the development of work for Justice and Peace and to assist
with diocesan level activities. Also of importance is the Central Co-ordinating 
Committee or 'Steering Committee', made up of representatives of the Kent Support
Group and its equivalents – perhaps called Commissions – from the two London 
areas of the Diocese, together with the co-ordinator. This Committee sometimes has
Working Parties: for example, on Countering Racism in Catholic Schools and 
Refugees. Currently, two Assemblies are organised each year, with visiting 
speakers, as well as training days – often in common with the Westminster and 
Brentwood dioceses. Reports on these are posted on the diocesan JPIC website. The
Southwark JPIC Office also produces a regular newsletter, reports on Assemblies 
and Training Days and email updates – further sources of information about justice 
and peace issues, current campaigns – study days and days of recollection.

There is, in addition, a National Justice and Peace Network which links groups 
right across the country. This also has a newsletter and arranges an annual national 
Justice and Peace Conference to reflect on today's issues and on ways of working 
for justice and peace. People from all over the country attend this conference. The 
quarterly meetings are open to all comers, and half of these are held at CAFOD's 
headquarters, alongside St George's Cathedral.

All of this is referred to in the pages that follow as the 'J and P network'. 
Information flows around the network from groups in the parishes to the centre and 
from the centre to the groups. Both parts of the process are vital to enable practical 
action for justice and peace.

Starting a new Justice and Peace group or maintaining an existing one is not always
an easy task, but it can be done. This handbook is designed to share with old and 
new groups some of the combined experience of groups in Kent. It sets out a range 
of ideas drawn from work already undertaken somewhere in Kent and it adds some 
cautionary words where needed.

Being a good J and P member
There is no one way to organise and operate a Justice and Peace group. The Kent 
groups provide many models, but none of them is ‘the best’ - the one to choose. 
Each group has to develop in its own way and each may be ‘the best’ way for its 
own parish and its own members.

But there are some essential characteristics needed to be a good member of a 
Justice and Peace group. These do not include a wide and detailed knowledge of 
national and international issues or even of Catholic social teaching. You can learn 
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what you need to know as you go along, provided you are prepared to take the 
trouble. But they do include a serious commitment to justice and to peace and a 
willingness to be thoughtful and thorough in whatever you undertake. You may 
often have to limit your involvement - because of family responsibilities or a heavy 
load in your employment. But whatever you do, you should try to do as well as you
possibly can. Anything less is an insult to the people you are trying to serve, people 
who are already suffering from disadvantage and injustice.

Because you operate in a Christian context and, as a parish group, in a Catholic 
context, you need always to think carefully about the Christian principles which 
underlie the issues that come before you and the action you decide to take. This will
not be a limiting factor. On the contrary, it should inspire you to go the extra mile.

There will be many occasions when you ask yourself if what you are trying to do 
can possibly have any effect. What can one person, or a small group do in the face 
of the massive problems in the Third World and in the face of the intransigence of 
governments and other powerful people? But each of us does have a contribution to
make, and each small contribution added to all the other contributions, small and 
large, can in total have an effect for good. 

Younger people may benefit from contact with Young Christian Workers (YCW), 
who use a process of refection, enquiry and action in the light of the Gospel to 
discern action to take to bring about positive changes.

Remember that: 'the only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good 
people to do nothing'. As Christians, we have to do whatever we can within the 
limited range of problems we are able to tackle at any one time. Working in a 
Justice and Peace group, in the context of the whole Justice and Peace movement in
the Church offers the chance to make a real impact.
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Prayer of Service (from Nicaragua)

If the hunger of others is not my own,
if the anguish of my neighbour touches me not,
if the nakedness of my brother does not torment me,
then there is no justification for my going to church or being alive.
Life is this: to love one 's neighbour as oneself;
this is the commandment of God.
Love means deeds, not good wishes.
For this reason I commit myself to working for
the needs and rights of my brothers and sisters.



A candle light is a protest at midnight.
It is a non-conformist.
It says to the darkness,
'I beg to differ'
(Samuel Ryan)
________________________________
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THINKING ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

When a new Justice and Peace group is formed, many decisions have to be taken on
what it is actually going to do.

One big project or a varied programme?
First, should the group concentrate on a single project, running for the whole year 
or more, or should it plan a varied menu? Both approaches have their merits. One 
big project can be developed and followed through in a way that many smaller ones
cannot. Such a project can achieve a good deal for those it seeks to help. And if it is
carefully selected for its appeal to the parish, this can help to establish a place for 
justice and peace work in the parish.

On the other hand, a varied programme can be attractive to the members of the 
group and to parishioners. People have or develop commitments to different causes.
It is good to give each member of the group a chance to work for something they 
feel especially strongly about or which has captured their interest. Individual 
parishioners also respond more readily to some projects than to others. At the same 
time, a varied programme can widen their horizons. Some parishioners may object 
to J and P activities when the group first starts work. But if at least one of the 
group's projects is something dear to their hearts, they may gradually become more 
tolerant of other activities, and in time see good in all of them.

Local, national or international?
A second choice to be made is whether to address local problems, or to concentrate 
on national and international issues of poverty, injustice and human rights, or to aim
for a judicious mix. Some J and P groups take the view that you should tackle 
problems in your local community first and leave national organisations to deal 
with national and world problems. Other groups decide that there are already 
enough local groups in their area working at local problems, or that local matters 
should be left to other groups in the parish. They seek a wider perspective - national
and international - and want to share this with parishioners and to show them ways 
in which they can make some contribution to reducing suffering in our country and 
in the world. Others, again, think it makes sense to have at least one local project in
the year so as to maintain good contacts with other people in the community 
working for disadvantaged people. There is no right or wrong way to go. The best 
judgement has to be made according to local circumstances, as well as to the 
personal commitments of the members of the group, their knowledge and their 
skills.

Money raising - but not too much
A third matter to be decided is how much emphasis is to be placed on money 
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raising. This handbook will contain suggestions for appeals of various kinds. It is 
worth emphasising that it is the mark of a Christian parish that it cares about its 
disadvantaged brothers and sisters and seeks ways to share its resources with them. 
One of the tasks of a Justice and Peace group is to offer parishioners opportunities 
to show this Christian love in a practical way. Giving money is part of this, but 
there are other ‘resources’ that can be shared. Some of these will be suggested later.
In any case, you will want to avoid making parishioners feel they are always being 
badgered for money, especially as money will also be needed for the work of the 
parish itself. So it makes good sense not to let fund-raising activities be over 
dominant.

As often as you did it to the least of these you did it for me.
(With acknowledgements to the Manna Society)

The 'political' question
A fourth question is how ‘political’ you are going to be. Party politics should 
certainly be avoided. But many of the problems you seek to address will involve 
local and national government policies. As part of the J and P network, you will be 
urged from time to time to sign petitions, or write to your local MP or to the 
government or the local council about this or that issue. You will often want to 
respond to such requests. But it is unwise to overdo the ‘political’ side and risk 
being labelled as a bunch of agitators. A good practice is to link the ‘political’ part 
of your activities with other elements in your programme. For example, if you are 
raising money for the work of CAFOD, then it will seem logical to respond to a 
request from CAFOD to write to your MP about possible cuts in Overseas Aid. If 
you are trying to help homeless people, then it is natural to show concern about 
government policies on homelessness. There is also a need to decide how far this 
kind of action is to be carried out ‘privately’ within the group or whether you want 
to go public and involve your parishioners.

Suggestions are made later about possible approaches. 
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Parish based only or ecumenical?
Yet another issue that will arise is how far the group should concentrate on the 
development of activities within the parish and how far, and in what way, it should 
seek to work jointly with people from the other Christian Churches. Where local 
projects are concerned, this co-operation will often develop naturally and will 
extend to individuals of other faiths or no particular faith who share the same goals.
On national and international projects a positive decision to try to ‘go ecumenical’ 
may have to be made. As you read this handbook, you will find a number of 
examples of ecumenical action already being taken. A later section will look in 
more detail at the pros and cons of seeking to act ecumenically. 

Establishing a place in the parish
It takes time to establish a firm place for Justice and Peace activities in a parish. But
if you go about it thoughtfully and tactfully, it is quite possible to move from a 
situation in which your every action is regarded with the deepest suspicion, to the 
point that the parish takes a real pride in the fact that it has an active Justice and 
Peace programme. In the process you can move from running a rather cautious 
programme in the first year, to the stage when highly controversial issues can 
successfully be put across.

It is also worth taking some trouble about your relationship with your Parish Priest. 
Some are more supportive of Justice and Peace activities than others, but even the 
most favourably inclined Parish Priest will be uneasy if you stir up serious conflict 
in the parish. You need to be aware of his point of view and try to avoid creating 
unnecessary problems for him. If he does not attend the meetings of the group (and 
many do) then try to have regular discussions with him about your plans and how 
you mean to go about carrying them out. Sometimes compromises will be 
necessary - you carry out the project you have planned but in a different way than 
originally intended. If issues of real principle arise, where compromise seems 
wrong, try to talk these through with your Parish Priest on the basis of the Christian
principles you share.

Make a plan for the year
Finally in this section, it is worth suggesting that you draw up a programme for the 
year, setting out in broad terms what you hope to be doing each month. You don't 
necessarily have to stick to it if you see good reasons for adjusting the plan, but it 
does ensure that you don't just drift along without a clear sense of purpose. It will 
also be useful to the Parish Priest and other parish groups to know about your plans,
so that clashes between various parish activities can be avoided.
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Missionaries
Experience in developing countries allows missioners to bear witness on many 
topics. Notably, the Columbans produce a newsletter, Vocation for Justice, three 
times a year, with excellent coverage of current issues that link home and abroad.
Address:
Columban Missionaries (Missionary Society of St. Columban – British Region), 
JPIC Office, St. Joseph’s,Watford Way, Hendon, London NW4 4TY. Tel. 020 8202 
2555

PRAYING FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE

Prayer should be central to the life of a Justice and Peace group. In some parishes, 
the group's meeting will start with a reading from the Bible or a spiritual Writer and
a reflection on its message for justice and peace. Other groups always begin with a 
prayer related to the matters before them. In one parish, in addition to the opening 
prayer – perhaps by the Parish Priest, or if he is not there, by the person chairing the
meeting – one member of the group is nominated to say the closing prayer at the 
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following meeting – allowing time to plan what to say. Many groups also have an 
annual Mass, perhaps followed by an informal social gathering.

But it should also be an objective of a Justice and Peace group to link its work as 
firmly as it can with the prayer life of the parish. This can be done in all sorts of 
ways.

Prayer of the Faithful (“Bidding prayers”)
If you have an appeal - in Lent, Advent or other times - it is good if you can arrange
with the Parish Priest to include a prayer for the people you are trying to help in the
bidding prayers at the weekend Masses. Some priests like to write their own 
bidding prayers, but others find it helpful if you provide a draft prayer, which can 
be edited if need be. You may also be able to draw on suggested bidding prayers 
provided by organisations such as CAFOD or Housing Justice. These are usually 
linked to specific projects or to campaigns for justice for poor people, but may be 
used at other times.
The Great Feasts
At Christmas, Easter or Pentecost, it is worth looking for opportunities to bring in 
prayers for people suffering from injustice or poverty. One parish has used the half 
hour before Midnight Mass in this way. It added prayers to the usual combination 
of carols and readings, so the pattern was reading, prayer, carol throughout the half 
hour. Some of the prayers were for people helped in appeals during the year - the 
homeless, the subject of the CAFOD appeal etc - but others were for any 
(unnamed) parishioner who has experienced problems of illness, bereavement, 
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unemployment, family difficulties etc during the year, and for blessings on all 
parishioners in the coming year. The prayers for parishioners are important, so that 
people know that their personal problems are not being forgotten as we focus on 
troubles elsewhere.

Novenas of prayer
A good time for a novena of prayer is the period from Ascension Thursday to 
Pentecost Sunday, the time of the first novena when Our Lady and the apostles 
prayed while awaiting the coming of the Holy Spirit. A subject can be agreed with 
the Parish Priest and brought into the prayers of the daily Mass and used at home. 
To help the parish to have a stronger sense of what they are praying for, an exhibit 
can be prepared and/or material written for the parish newsletter. A suggested 
prayer can be placed in the newsletter for people to say at home. Additional 
activities can be arranged or suggested to parishioners, if this is thought 
appropriate. It is probably better not to combine a novena with an appeal for money
– though sometimes there can be a temptation to do so – but other related activities 
may be acceptable, such as a petition urging government action which might reduce
the suffering or injustice.

Taking part in the Offertory Procession
Where there has been an appeal for money for disadvantaged people, you might 
think about including these donations in the Offertory Procession at the weekend 
Masses. This links the giving very directly with the liturgy. For example, where 
CAFOD boxes have been used in an appeal (see next section), a basket of filled 
boxes can be laid at the foot of the altar during Mass as a special gift to Our Lord. 

This is what the Lord asks of you, only this:
to act justly, to love tenderly,
and to walk humbly with your God.
(Micah 6)

Special services
A group may decide there is value in organising a special service on a particular 
issue. When international meetings were taking place to discuss a total world-wide 
ban on landmines, one group organised an evening service, using a planned 
CAFOD service on the same night (in London) as a guide. The group's service 
combined prayers with a graphic presentation of the suffering caused by landmines.
Other local churches were invited to join in this event as well as nearby Justice and 
Peace groups. Some groups have gone a step further and organised all night vigils 
of prayer, for example when decisions on vital issues were being made by 
governments, and again involving other churches in the area.
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Special days and weeks
You will find that here are a number of special prayer occasions. Some key 
examples of those promoted by the Church are:

January: Church Unity Octave
February: Day for Victims of Trafficking; Peace on Earth; Racial Justice Day; Day 
for the Unemployed
March: Women's World Day of Prayer; CAFOD Lent Fast Day
May: Day for God's Blessing on Human Work
June: Those Who Suffer Persecution, Oppression and Denial of Human Rights
September: Day for Care of Creation 
October: CAFOD Harvest Fast Day; Week of Prayer for Prisoners and their 
families 
November: Remembrance Sunday; World day of the Poor
December: Migrants Day

The Church's Cycle of Prayer
The Bishops' Conference has issued guidance on a Cycle of Prayer for use in the 
Church as well as ‘Eucharistic Prayers for Various Needs and Occasions’. The 
Cycle indicates the exact dates for the occasions of prayer, which may vary from 
year to year, and appears in the Diocesan Directory. It will be known to your Parish 
Priest.

The prayer intentions include many related to justice and peace.

These are just some examples of ways to bring troubled, suffering and 
disadvantaged people into the prayer life of the parish. In discussion with your 
Parish Priest, you will be able to think of plenty more. Ideas for liturgies for various
intentions can be obtained from some of the organisations mentioned later, as well 
as from other J and P groups. Remember also that prayer groups and housebound 
people may be pleased to be offered ideas for their prayer intentions so that they 
can join their prayers with others in the parish. And later in this text, opportunities 
for prayers for peace will be suggested.

_________________________________________________________
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“When a man strips another of his clothes, he is called a thief. Should
not someone who has power to clothe the naked but does not do so be
called the same? The bread in your larder belongs to the hungry. The
cloak in your wardrobe belongs to the naked. The shoes you allow to
rot belong to the barefoot. The money in your vaults belongs to the
destitute. You do injustice to everyone whom you could help but do
not.” 

(St Basil, 4th century)
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FOCUS ON THE THIRD WORLD - SUPPORT FOR CAFOD.

Probably the most common Justice and Peace activity involving fund raising is an 
appeal for the work of CAFOD - the Catholic Fund for Overseas Development. But
a J and P group will want to combine this with information to help parishioners to 
understand something of the problems of the country in which CAFOD is working, 
how these came about, and how best they might be tackled. There are also a 
number of different ways in which action for CAFOD can be approached.

Working in Partnership
This involves selecting one of CAFOD's on-going development projects and 
deciding to raise money specifically for this, in ‘partnership’ with CAFOD. They 
offer a list of such projects in Asia, Africa and Latin America and will supply 
material to help you to choose. As the Partnership proceeds, up to date material on 
the CAFOD project will be sent to you from time to time, as well as prayers, 
pictures, recipes and other items from the country concerned. If you go for the 
Partnership option, it implies that you mean to stay with the chosen project for a 
selected period - although there is no obligation to do this. As an example of this 
approach, one Kent group has chosen a partnership in Cambodia, a country still 
ravaged by landmines left over from their civil war. Support is given to projects 
providing artificial limbs and helping those disabled by landmines. At the same 
time, the group has joined the campaign for a total ban on landmines - a ban 
strongly supported by the Cambodians.

Chasing a country that needs development aid
Under the Partnership programme, one or more specific CAFOD projects are 
selected. But it is also possible to target the appeal on the range of development 
work CAFOD is undertaking in a particular country. This offers the chance to 
describe the many problems being experienced by that country and the positive 
ways in which its people are being helped by CAFOD. Many countries which were 
in the news in time of famine, a natural disaster or a civil war are now ‘out of 
sight’. But what happened to the country after the media moved elsewhere? The 
work that CAFOD is doing to bring new hope and opportunity to its people is a 
story well worth telling, and so too are stories of its quiet work in countries that 
rarely hit the headlines. In any information programme for the parish, wider issues 
can be raised, for example the adverse effects of deforestation, the impact of the 
arms trade and of landmines in particular, and the crushing burden of debt. The 
exhibits and written material can show the efforts of local churches to give practical
help to the people - including work at parish level (in the Sudan, for example) and 
the work of the hierarchy to bring about peace in civil wars. The role of the UN can
also be examined if it is active in brokering or supervising a peace deal.
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Focusing on CAFOD's work in a wider area
Here one might chose Africa, or Central or South America, opening the way to a 
discussion of many of their problems and how CAFOD is contributing to local 
solutions. One parish was able to use such an appeal to highlight the needs arising 
from the ending of apartheid in South Africa, Kenya's need for help because of the 
millions of refugees from neighbouring countries it was sheltering, Eritrea's efforts 
to build a democratic and just society after it gained independence, and the bitter 
effects of civil war on the people of Sudan. Such a wide ranging approach can also 
serve to bring out issues of exploitation, unfair trading, the impact of drought and 
other problems common to Third World peoples, in war or peace, and under many 
different political systems.

Loving God, you listen to the cry of the poor;
open our hearts and our ears to the voices 
of those who suffer in your world.
(A CAFOD prayer)

Emergency aid
CAFOD is a relief agency as well as a development agency. It is a member of 
Caritas Internationalis (the Catholic International Relief Agency) and this enables it
to offer immediate aid anywhere in the world, using the local Caritas organisation. 
Every so often, CAFOD makes a one-off appeal to every parish in England and 
Wales to respond to a human disaster. In the recent past, appeals have been made 
for the refugees who poured out of Rwanda and for those caught up in the war in 
Zaire. The people need immediate aid - water, food, medicines, shelter. The Justice 
and Peace group can lend a hand with these appeals.

Planned giving
Advent or Lent are often chosen for CAFOD appeals so that a link can be made 
with the almsgiving associated with these penitential seasons. But another approach
is to organise planned monthly giving. Parishioners are asked to pledge an amount 
of their choice and a regular collecting point is established to take in the pledge. 
CAFOD will provide envelopes for such an arrangement and send news and 
information to the parish concerned.

Fast Days.
There are two Fast Days each year - the Lent and the Harvest fast days. Money 
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from these collections is a key source of CAFOD's income for its development 
work. Material on this work goes direct to the parish, but the J and P group can also
help. One group brought in the CAFOD Diocesan Diocesan Officer to speak at all 
Masses, planned a linked children's liturgy, had a poster display and handed out 
CAFOD literature.

CAFOD campaigns
Every two or three years, CAFOD launches a special campaign to focus attention 
on specific issues and to help us to see the reasons behind much of the poverty and 
injustice in the world. Past campaigns have been on Environment and Develop-
ment, Latin America and Refugees. A recent campaign – taking us up to the 
Millennium – was ‘A Fair Deal for the Poor’. It highlighted the fact that, all over 
the world, people are working in appalling conditions making products that we buy 
here in the shops in Britain. It also raised issues of Fair Trade, and the impact of 

international debt on the poorest people in some of the poorest countries in the 
world. This campaign will be looked at in more detail in the section on the 
Millennium, but it is worth pointing out here that background briefing papers, 
action sheets, guidelines for discussion meetings, a liturgy resource book and a 
campaign video are all available. In addition the CAFOD Diocesan Organiser can 
offer slide shows and talks. The CAFOD videos are interesting and highly 
professional and parts of them can also be used for other projects. For example, one
J and P group borrowed the Latin America video to use the section on street 
children for a novena for the children, and showed one segment of the Refugee 
video, followed by a speaker from CAFOD, at a One World Week event.

Loving God,
you worked in a poor community;
use our hand and our minds to work
for those who suffer in your world.

(A CAFOD prayer)

Where you can go for help with these projects.
CAFOD will help with any of these plans - and others such as a sponsorship project
organised by one group jointly with a local Catholic Primary School, or training 
days for teachers. You can contact the Diocesan Organiser and invite her to talk to 
the parish about CAFOD's work. She may be able to assist you to get a speaker 
from CAFOD who has been to the country that is the subject of an appeal. She will 
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provide the small CAFOD boxes in sufficient numbers so that every family can 
take one home during an appeal that runs over several weeks - in Advent or Lent, 
for example. She will supply CAFOD fair deal cards and debt petition forms in the 
numbers you need (see later for more on this). You can order information material 
from CAFOD, including posters, slides, videos, books and prayer material. All of 
these are listed in CAFOD's Resources Catalogue. Material especially for schools 
and for young people is also featured - a way of reaching both children and young
people and their parents. You can get a catalogue through the Diocesan Organiser or
by writing directly to CAFOD's central office.

CAFOD Southwark Pilgrimage in the Countryside
This – usually – annual event takes place on a Summer Saturday afternoon in 
North-West Kent, starting from St Francis de Sales Church in Hartley. The 
timetable is usually to gather from noon to share a simple lunch and then start off 
the pilgrimage at about 1.00 pm with a reading, reflection, prayers and hymn in the 
church. We walk for less than 4 miles, pausing for further readings, prayer and song
several times along the way, either in the ancient Anglican churches (where there is 
access to toilets!) or in fields or woodland. Road crossings are marshalled, and 
anyone feeling ill can be easily moved on by car, as can any less able people who 
make themselves known at the start. Although the simple walk takes only about an 
hour and a quarter, the time for a group to make the journey and pause for prayers, 
etc. means that the return to Hartley for a welcome cup of tea will be at around 4.00
pm, with the opportunity to stay on for the 5.30 pm Sunday vigil Mass and to pray 
at the shrine of Our Lady of Hartley.

___________________________________________________________

“Bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me… Even
though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full
of blood. 
Wash  yourselves;  make  yourselves  clean;  remove  the  evil  of  your
doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek
justice,  rescue  the  oppressed,  defend  the  orphan,  plead  for  the
widow.”     (Isaiah 1: 13, 15-17)
____________________________________________________________
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OTHER INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS

Making a link with a Third World parish
A few Justice and Peace groups have made a direct link with a parish or group of 
parishes in the Third World, raising money to help the poor of those parishes and to 
assist with the development of the parish itself. 

One such project followed the visit of a priest from Liberia who spoke at all 
Masses. Contact was maintained with him, further support was sent and prayers 
said in the parish for the Liberian parishes. The Archbishop of Monrovia (the 
capital) issued a number of papers to make people aware of the record of atrocities 
in a civil war waged primarily for the control of resources and commerce. The J 
and P group urged our government to press for international signs of disapproval to 
be given to the war lords.

A number of J and P groups got involved in 
helping a particular parish in Nicaragua, 
following an appeal through our Bishop to help 
with the cost of building 20 houses for homeless 
families there. At least one of these groups 
subsequently built up a long term relationship 
with this parish, corresponding with one of the 
sisters working there and raising money in an 
annual Lent appeal for agreed projects. These 
have included milk cows for poor families, the 
work of the Committees for the Poor, the training
of youth and community workers and special 
ministers, and support for a literacy project being 
run by the Nicaraguan parish. ‘Our sister parish 
of Christ the Redeemer’ featured quite regularly 
in the prayers of this parish and items about the 
Nicaraguan parish appeared in the Newsletter.

This is not an easy type of programme to develop, unless a direct contact is 
available. But it can be used in the home parish not only to help the sister parish, 
but also to widen the understanding of the problems experienced in many such 
parishes - problems of poverty, lack of basic services, violence, injustice, and the 
huge task of developing the Christian life of a poor parish, spread over a large 
geographical area, usually with one priest only, plus nuns and committed lay 
people. In turn, we can learn much from their deep Christian commitment and 
spirituality.
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Missionary Orders can often provide links to parishes overseas. A good source is 
the SVP Twinnage Scheme. This is committed to person-to-person support, with all 
aid delivered directly by members of the SVP in the relevant country. There is a 
Twinnage representative in each diocese who can discuss possible schemes.

Help for Eastern Europe.
A few years ago, Eastern Europe came to the fore. Several parish groups sent food, 
medicines and money to centres in Poland, and still do so. The relevant organisa-
tion in Kent was identified, information was obtained from it and a specific centre 
selected as a recipient for help – an orphanage, a centre for handicapped children, a 
hospital etc. Food, medicines, good used clothing, bedding and even surplus health 
equipment have been sent through these projects in the past few years. One group 
has run annual appeals for a convent in Poland caring for 50 severely handicapped 
children. This has been visited by people from the home parish. Photos of the 
children, examples of their craft work and news from the sisters make a telling 
exhibit at the time of the appeal.

Another Eastern European project involved support for the building of a children's 
village in Medjugorje to house Bosnian and Croatian children orphaned by war. 
Several houses were built for children, all cared for by Franciscan nuns and local 
people. Catering for local children as well as orphans and handicapped children, so 
as to integrate them with the community. 

Spectacles for optical missions
There are various optical missions that want spectacles (but not the cases) to assist 
people in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Appeals for an optical mission which has 
helped more than 3 million people over the years have been undertaken by several J
and P groups in Kent. These appeals produce a surprising number of spectacles in 
good condition, and it has been found that local opticians will often add to the 
collection. As an example of how these spectacles are used, a letter from Nicaragua 
described a visit to a rural area by four oculists and six assistants who set up a 
‘clinic’ with the aid of the local parish, seeing 500 people in two days. Using some 
5,000 spectacles, most of those seen at the ‘clinic’ were fitted with glasses, based
on describing what they could see out of the window, what they could read and 
threading a needle. The balance needed an operation and were given letters of 
referral to local health clinics.
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Stamps and coins for OXFAM
OXFAM collects stamps - UK and foreign - which are
prepared for sale to shops who sell to collectors. They also
collect foreign coins. While the banks will not usually re-purchase the small 
amount of coins an individual has left over from a holiday, they will buy in bulk 
from OXFAM. Both coins and stamps can be delivered to any OXFAM shop. The 
OXFAM coins and stamps unit raises up to £200,000 in the year in this way for 
development programmes. A jar for stamps can be left out all year in the parish and 
will be regularly filled. The best time for coins seems to be at the end of the 
summer holidays, but it is also a handy outlet for those foreign coins which appear 
in the weekly collection plate.
Address:
Your nearest OXFAM shop.
 
Traidcraft
A number of J and P groups run a regular Traidcraft stall. The stalls sell goods from
small village or women's or disabled persons’ co-operatives and other small 
businesses in Third World countries. The Traidcraft organisation helps these groups 
with advice on production, ensures they are paying decent wages, and markets their
goods in the UK at fair prices. 

A successful village co-operative often supports local health and 
education services and generates other employment. Women's co-
operatives can do much to raise the status of women in the family 
and the community. Disabled people's co-operatives return dignity 
to the lives of the participants. In addition, Traidcraft makes 
extensive use of recycled paper to reduce deforestation. It also 
produces Christmas cards jointly with CAFOD, Christian Aid and 
SCIAF, each getting a share of the profits.

So a Traidcraft stall offers a practical way to help people climb out of poverty, and 
it promotes fair trade. Some J and P groups concentrate on the sale of food and 
paper goods through the year and try to encourage parishioners to buy at least one 
item they need at the stall instead of in the shops. A craft stall is run only for the 
Christmas trade and on other special occasions. Christmas cards are sold from 
October onwards – an early start to meet postal dates for distant countries. Other 
groups have a mix of goods, including crafts, all year round. At least three J and P 
groups have staged a fashion show to display Traidcraft clothing, sometimes in co-
operation with other local churches.

Traidcraft's headquarters is in Gateshead, but it operates through local represent-
atives – often people who start out running a parish stall – who will supply goods to
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church and other groups. These goods can be on sale or return, or purchased 
outright. One group, which has learnt to know what it can sell, buys food and paper 
goods outright, but takes craft goods on sale or return. Only experience will tell 
what is right for you. There is another advantage to running a Traidcraft stall. It 
offers a regular J and P presence in the parish, a place where the group can be 
contacted and where people can express their views. One group also runs a table at 
the side of the stall from which it sells plants, books and any other saleable items 
cheaply. The money goes to swell the current appeal or to on-going fund raising for 
South African needs. All the items sold are donated by parishioners. About £500 
each year is raised (painlessly) in this way.

TIP: Contact a neighbouring parish group to ask which Traidcraft representative 
they use.

__________________________
Goodness is stronger than evil
Love is stronger than hate
Light is stronger than darkness
Life is stronger than death
(Bishop Desmond Tutu)
__________________________

One World Week
One World Week is at the end of October each year. It was 
originally promoted by development agencies, but now has 
its own organisation. The aim is to focus on Third World - but
also national - issues of poverty and disadvantage. Each year 
has a new theme and a study and action guide to offer ideas 
for the week. Everyone has different ideas about what to do: 
in many areas it is an inter-church activity, in others it is 

parish based, though other churches may be invited to join a religious service or 
social event. You can arrange exhibitions, have speakers, organise group discuss-
ions, show videos, involve the children in drawing, painting and other crafts to 
illustrate the theme, ask the youth group to make a drama presentation, have a 
special Traidcraft stall, or a (Traidcraft) Christmas Card stall or a CAFOD stall and 
so on. It is a week to try anything that can highlight the theme and spread under-
standing.
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Child prostitution and street children
There has been a long running campaign to end the sexual exploitation of Third 
World children by tourists and others from wealthier countries. The campaign 
started with pressure on the United Nations for international action. Then came 
pressure on the UK government to enact legislation which would allow the courts 
in this country to try UK citizens who had escaped prosecution for offences against 
children committed while they were overseas, and to end what has come to be 
known as ‘sex tourism’. These campaigns were actively supported by CAFOD and 
the other aid agencies, and some J and P groups collected signatures on petitions to 
the UN and to our government. The legislation has now been passed and inter-
national action is underway. But there is also a need to put pressure on Third World 
governments to implement their own laws and to act quickly to prosecute those 
who commit offences against children. 

A leader in the campaign for implementation is the Jubilee Campaign, an 
interdenominational human rights group (not to be confused with Jubilee 2000 - see
later). The Jubilee Campaign is one of a linked pair of organisations – A Chance for
Childhood (formerly 'Jubilee Action') and Jubilee Campaign. The first has 
charitable status, the second did not originally seek this because it would prevent 
political lobbying for the causes it supports. However, with changes to UK Charity 
Law, this obstacle was removed. The two groups are concerned not only with child 
prostitution but also with the needs of street children (in Brazil, Romania and the 
Philippines, for example) as well as a number of human rights causes. They also 
have provision for what is called ‘Church Partnership’. Through this, an individual 
can volunteer to be a parish representative and will receive special mailings about 
current campaigns. He or she agrees to keep the parish informed about Jubilee's 
work and support it in prayer; to assist in fund raising efforts; and may be actively 
involved in a campaign. Jubilee stresses that the parish leadership must be aware of 
and support the role of the representative.

Campaigning on the underlying causes of poverty
Many J and P groups have sought to become involved in tackling the underlying 
causes of Third World poverty. In later sections campaigns on fair trade, a fair deal 
for Third World workers, the arms trade, and landmines will be described. Here we 
look at four organisations which J and P groups have found helpful in dealing with 
some wider issues

Global Justice Now (formerly the 'World Development
Movement' or WDM) campaigns for actions to:
* lift trade barriers which discriminate against poor countries;
* introduce tighter controls on transnational corporations;
* cancel Third World debts;
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* curb military spending and stop arms sales to repressive regimes;
* ensure aid reaches the poorest people.

Among the actions they have taken, with success, was to bring the UK government 
before the courts for misuse of aid funds (the Pergau Dam case). GJN also seeks to 
involve individuals and groups in its campaigning, directing attention, for example, 
to the role of the High Street banks in financing arms sales and suggesting ways 
that we can use consumer power to discourage this.

Encompassing many of these issues, but going wider still to look at questions of 
environmental damage, including toxic waste disposal, is the concept of sustainable
development. The World Education Development Group (WEDG) in Canterbury 
says that, in addition to issues around work, aid and trade, one of its roles is ‘to help
people understand that the only desirable developments are those that are 
sustainable, that is, those that do not damage our home Planet.’ WEDG, supported 
by Christian Aid and OXFAM among others, offers educational resources for 
teachers, students, community groups and the general public. It still remains 
important to scrutinise and challenge treaties that may adversely impact upon the 
poor, for example, TTIP – the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Treaty.

A fourth group was the Kent and Wider World Development Education project, 
which among other activities ran a Resource Centre in Maidstone holding a 
collection of educational material and other items on local, national and 

international issues. Much of its work is now undertaken by 
Commonwork, an independent organisation based in 500 acres of 
beautiful, organic farmland at Bore Place, near Sevenoaks. It was 
set up out of concern that people were losing connections within 
and between themselves, and between themselves and the natural 
world. Through practical action and experiential learning they help

people to explore what it means to be human in a global world, and how to live and 
work sustainably, understanding and recognising the interconnectedness of the 
environmental, social, economic and political aspects of sustainability.

Environment and ecology
A Rocha is an international Christian organisation working in in scientific research,
environmental education and community-based conservation projects. They also 
have a web page dedicated to resources for teaching and learning in church.
Green Christian (formerly 'Christian Ecology Link') has a twofold aim: (1) to 
offer insights into ecology and the environment to Christian people and churches, 
and (2) to offer Christian insights to the Green movement. 
The John Ray Initiative has the vision of bringing together scientific and Christian 
understandings of the environment.
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The Columban Missionaries also take considerable interest in these topics, 
inspired by the damage that they have seen when serving overseas.

Enjoyable events with a message
Several J&P groups organise events to bring their own parishioners together, on 
their own or with neighbouring churches, for a social occasion which carries a 
serious message. On the ‘austere’ side are Hunger Lunches in aid of CAFOD or 
Christian Aid, perhaps with an after-lunch speaker. Another option is an OXFAM 
Ball, where people dress in clothing bought in charity shops, with the proceeds 
going to OXFAM. Evenings based on South and Central American culture - food, 
national costumes, music - featured during CAFOD's Latin America campaign. 
Exhibits brought home problems and needs of the area. Some J&P groups believe 
that the ‘social’ approach is a useful way to introduce justice and peace issues to the
wider parish and to make a start on common action with other churches.

These few examples of possible projects illustrate the useful mix of approaches that
can be made - appeals for money for specific purposes, direct gifts of food and 
medicines, recycling goods that would other wise be discarded, encouraging 
thoughtful shopping, spreading information, campaigning on broader issues. Some 
are one-off projects - there is a limit to the number of spectacles in any household - 
but others, like the OXFAM stamps, are on-going and quietly act to keep the needs 
of the poor before the parish. Projects to collect everyday items like used stamps 
also offer a ‘share’ in the giving to parishioners who can afford little in the way of 
cash, but who still want to help people even less fortunate than themselves.

Human Trafficking
There is now greater awareness of the horror of human trafficking – not just from 
developing countries and not just for the sex trade. Domestic workers and seasonal 
farm workers are also likely to be trapped into this variant of modern slavery. 
Bishop Pat Lynch is very involved in efforts to put a stop to this practice, and the 
successful UK liaison between religious sisters and the police has been taken up 
elsewhere, largely thanks to interest from the Vatican. The Medaille Trust, which 
helps to rescue victims, is an excellent source of information, as is the UK Santa 
Marta Group, based at the Bishops' Conference office in Eccleston Square, London.
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The Good Samaritan

Reader 1. There was once a man going down from Jerusalem to Jericho.
Reader 2. We remember the millions in our world who must go hungry today; all 
those people who are exploited and marginalised because of their caste or class, 
colour or sex.
All. Out of the depths we cry to you. Hear our cry and listen to our prayer.

Reader 1. Robbers attacked him, stripped him and beat him up, leaving him half 
dead.
Reader 2. We remember the forces of oppression that trample on people; the unjust
systems which break the spirit of people and rob them of their rights and dignity.
All. Out of the depths we cry to you. Hear our cry and listen to our prayer.

Reader 1. It so happened that a priest was going down that road.
Reader 2. We bring before you the churches around the world, and all Christian 
people. Often we have remained silent, passing by on the other side. Often we have 
been indifferent. Often we have been part of the forces that destroy life.
All. Out of the depths we cry to you. Hear our cry and listen to our prayer.

Reader 1. A Levite also came along.
Reader 2. We call to mind military regimes and dictatorships; lonely prisons and 
unjust laws; the war industry and political greed.
All. Out of the depths we cry to you. Hear our cry and listen to our prayer.

Reader 1. But a Samaritan who was travelling that Way came upon the man.
Reader 2. O God, we affirm with hope your presence in the world. You see the 
wounded and broken and say 'these are my brothers and sisters'. It is for them you 
have come - to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to
set the oppressed free, to announce life in the midst of death.
All. Inspire us with your love, challenge us with your power, empower us with your
strength to live for life in the midst of death. (BSR Prayer)
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“Live Simply” 

The livesimply award (inspired by the papal letter Populorum Progressio) 
recognises parishes that put faith into action. It challenges us to live simply and 
sustainably with creation, and in solidarity with people in poverty. A parish must 
demonstrate ways in which it practices these principles:

• To live simply, taking only what we need, not demanding more and more.
• To live sustainably, taking account of how our choices impact upon other 

people and upon the earth. 
• To live in solidarity with those living in poverty, making a strong and lasting 

commitment to the common good so that all can live life to the full.

The experience of going for an award benefits parish spiritual life, fellowship and 
outreach. There are simple commitments and activities, many of which a parish 
may already be doing. The award registration pack explains how to:
1. Get the support of your parish priest
2. Set up a livesimply group
3. Do a parish self-assessment to identify where to start
4. Plan three significant actions and at least six supporting ones that you will take 
over a given time. These can include activities that are already part of parish life.

There are resources to help – ideas for worship, reflection and for practical things to
do in the parish and at home. Once registered, a livesimply certificate is displayed 
to show others what you are working towards. The first Southwark parish to qualify
was Petts Wood, in 2014 – joined by Tunbridge Wells in 2015.

A Rochester parish group works differently – as a group, rather than as a whole 
parish. “At home” they assist Parish support for Medway Food Bank and are 
seeking a solidarity initiative with Rochester Prison. “Abroad” they have regular 
correspondence and photos from a Cameroon school, where donations improve 
education, supporting school fees and uniforms, and providing locally crafted beds 
and bedside lockers for boarders. For “The Environment”, a CAFOD speaker gave 
a climate change talk to the Parish and group members are involved in action by the
climate coalition, whilst continuing with local litter picks and with nature activities 
by the parish school’s Gardening Club. On the “Parish” front, LED lighting is 
coming and Live Simply tips appear in the newsletter. A Friday afternoon work 
party looks after the car park, church grounds and Memorial garden. 
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TACKLING NATIONAL PROBLEMS

Homelessness

The ‘scandal of homelessness’ in our country - the phrase used by the Catholic 
Bishops - has attracted the concern of a number of J and P groups in Kent and in a 
variety of ways. Local projects will be described in the next section. Here we look 
at the diocesan and national level.

Assisting organisations for the homeless
A typical approach is to assist organisations working for homeless people. Several 
groups have collected money and food for the Manna Centre, near London Bridge, 
which cares for 200 homeless men and women each day, offering them food, 
showers, clothing, advice on housing and social security, medical care, dental and 
eye care, chiropody, alcoholic
counselling - and loving concern.

Besides helping those actually sleeping on the streets, the
Centre continues to offer support to those who have been found rooms in the 
locality and who are usually struggling on low social security benefits and often 
very lonely. The Manna Society reports that over 90 % of the food they use and half
of all their funding comes from Church groups, schools and individuals. For some J
and P groups, an appeal for the Manna Centre is a one-off project, but one at least 
has an annual month long appeal for food, toiletries, towels, crockery, clothing and 
money. This group finds the Manna appeal popular because, through it, parishioners
can feed the homeless in quite a direct way. In other groups, there are individuals 
who have volunteered to work at the Centre for a period or have helped with the 
periodic cash collections at main line London stations.

________________________________________________
Lord, you came to turn the values of society upside-down,
you came to bring love and justice.
As we remember those who are homeless,
those who are afraid of losing their homes,
those who are denied homes because of the colour of
their skin, or who live in fear of attacks,
help us to make your values alive in our society.
May we bring your light to the world.

(Prayer from an Advent Housing Justice Service) 
________________________________________________
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Some other J and P groups have focused on London's Cardinal Hume Centre. This 
is dedicated to helping young people at risk in the Victoria area. It provides 
residential services, a medical centre, a substance abuse hostel, a family centre, 
employment training programmes, an independent living project and a job 
workshop. The centre can be helped in many ways, including the collection of food,
clothing and money. 

An alternative approach is to raise money for Housing Justice (formerly the 
Catholic Housing Aid Society) or for Shelter, in both cases to support projects 
which rehouse homeless people or prevent homelessness arising in the first place. 
Other groups have chosen to assist Crisis, best known for its provision for homeless
people in mid-winter, but working for homeless people throughout the year. Shelter 
has a network of housing advice centres, with the centre in Piccadilly concentrating
on homeless youngsters, plus an emergency helpline - Shelter Nightline - for those 
in crisis in London. Housing Justice has advice centres across the country which 
provide skilled advice and advocacy for those in housing need. 

Other support for Shelter 
Another approach to the support of organisations helping the homeless is the 
collection of good used clothing and other items for sale in a Shelter Shop. The 66 
Shelter Shops in 1996 raised £1.8 million and so make a vital contribution to the 
work of Shelter. One J and P group began with a one month appeal for clothing and 
received so much support that it was still going eight years later, on a year round 
basis. This produces sackloads of clothing every month, not only from parishioners,
but from their neighbours, friends and relatives also. These sacks went each month 
to the nearest Shelter Shop, in this case Chatham. The J and P group has also agreed
with the parish that items left over from the annual Parish Fair will be sent either to 
the Shelter Shop or to the local OXFAM shop. Parishioners have welcomed this 
action to help those in need.

The politics of homelessness

The  Church  has  given  a  strong  lead  in  campaigning  for  policies  to  end
homelessness. In 1991, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference wrote: 

In  our  view  the  continuing  rise  in  homelessness  is  frankly
intolerable.  It  presents  a  clear  moral  claim  on  the  nation's
conscience. The role of central government is of key importance. ....
.. Few other categories of expenditure are so basic to human life.
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(Homelessness: a Fact and a Scandal).

Catholics joined with other churches in the Churches National Housing Coalition 
(CNHC), which is now part of Housing Justice. The aims were both to campaign on
the issue of homelessness and to examine and advise on how the churches can 
themselves help to reduce homelessness, for example through supporting Rent 
Guarantee Schemes, or releasing church land for building homes. 

Housing Justice and Shelter are both active campaigning organisations. Housing 
Justice Briefings and other information material from both organisations have been 
of great value to J and P groups wanting to contribute to these campaigns. One J 
and P group, for example, affiliated with CNHC and purchased Housing Justice 
material to enable it to make a written response to the government's Green Paper 
(1994) which proposed to reduce the rights of homeless people. The subsequent 
White Paper, while an improvement on its predecessor, retained many un-
satisfactory proposals and this group, along with many others, wrote to Ministers to
oppose elements of the 1996 Housing Bill which implemented the White Paper. 
Some groups focused on the position of the single homeless, including many young
people on the streets, while others stressed the importance of a settled home to good
family life. Now that the Bill is law, J and P groups are following up their actions 
by writing to local government on how they are carrying out the new rules and what
decisions are being made where there is room for discretion. At the time of the 
General Election, many groups asked candidates what their Party would do to 
tackle homelessness. It seems likely that continued alertness will be needed on this 
issue and J and P groups have to remain ready to initiate further action.
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lord, Your kingdom come:
to those who are homeless, the lonely and the abandoned.
Lord, your will be done:
for the powerless, the voiceless, the sorrowing, the despairing,
on earth as it is in heaven.
(A Housing Justice prayer)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Information Sources
1. Government homelessness statistics for England (down to Local Authority level) 
can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homelessness-
statistics 
2. The Office of National Statistics provides information about neighbourhoods: 
http://goo.gl/aVQ6fm , including levels of poverty and deprivation. 
3. There will be useful information on your Local Authority’s website – but it may 
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not be obvious. Try typing “housing” or “homelessness” in the search box and you 
should find relevant information. Kent County Council provides statistics for 
deprivation and poverty at: 
www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/information-and-data/Facts-and-figures-about-
Kent/deprivation-and-poverty 
and Medway Unitary Authority has figures on many topics at: 
www.medway.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningpolicy/factsandfigures.aspx 
plus a homelessness review at: 
www.medway.gov.uk/pdf/Review%20of%20Homelessness%20Services1.pdf 
4. Find local homelessness projects and services on www.homelessuk.org (the list is 
searchable by area and by type of service: it is very comprehensive and includes 
everything from Age UK to youth and family projects.) 

Asylum seekers 
Concern for asylum seekers and about the treatment of some immigrants has been 
an active justice and peace issue for some years.

Some groups have supported the
organisation Kalayaan, which works
on behalf of overseas domestic
workers who are ill-treated by their
employers, but who have no rights of
residence in the UK if they leave that
employment. Kalayaan has called for
these workers, the majority of whom
are women, to be given the right to
change employers within their
category of work and the right to
settle in this country after four years
of such work. They also want the
government to regularise the legal
status of those who were driven by ill treatment to flee from their employers. 
Kalayaan has had some successes, but the main campaign has to continue.

________________________________________
Lord Jesus, it is better to light one candle than to give up hope and curse the 
darkness.
It is better to save one stranger from deportation, and re-unite one separated 
family, than to say it is not our problem and we can't do much to help.
It is better to join hands in one work of love than to sit on our hand and feel 
powerless.

(Christian Aid prayer).
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_______________________________________________
Lord, help us to love you in the stranger and the refugee.
Help us to love ourselves enough to believe
that we can change things for the better.
Help us to love as you have loved us.
(Christian Aid prayer).
_______________________________________________

Work continues locally. Sources of information include Samphire, formerly the 
Dover Detainee Visitor Group and network groups such as the Kent Refugee Action
Network (KRAN), which was inspired by discussions with J&P activists in Kent, 
and Kent Refugee Help. There is a particular challenge in Calais, where large 
numbers of migrants seek opportunities to get to the UK, meantime living in 
makeshift shelters and in need of clothes, toiletries and other items. These are 
collected near Dover by the Catholic-originated 'Seeking Sanctuary', who arrange 
for their transport to Calais for distribution by Secours Catholique. Their monthly 
Updates are a widely distributed and useful source of information.

The account just given of work for homeless people and asylum seekers illustrates 
well the combination of ‘political’ campaigning and practical help to people in 
severe and even desperate circumstances. Both types of action are appropriate for 
groups. In these cases they have been a response to strong leadership from our 
Church and from other Christian Churches. But even if this leadership had not been
forthcoming, Justice and Peace groups would be right to assess each situation on 
the basis of Catholic Social Teaching and to act accordingly. There are other 
national issues which concern some J and P groups and could suitably command 
the attention of others. Two of these are worth emphasising.

Unemployment.
This is a matter of concern to many, but there is only limited information on what is
actually being done. Some parishes have support groups for their own unemployed 
people - sometimes preferring to call themselves the Job Seekers Group. Some J 
and P groups make a feature of Unemployment Sunday (see earlier) not only 
through prayers at Mass but also putting up posters which both offer information 
and try to explode myths about fecklessness.

For groups wanting to increase their knowledge and consider how they might get 
involved, there are two reports worth looking at. 
A New Community of Work: a Christian Response to Unemployment (currently 
out of print), produced by the former Committee for the World of Work of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference chaired by Bishop John Jukes, who also produced A 
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Spirituality of Work, which can be downloaded for free from the website of the 
Bishops' Conference. 
www.catholic-ew.org.uk/Catholic-News-Media-Library/Archive-Media-
Assets/Files/CBCEW-Publications
Unemployment and the Future of Work: an Enquiry for the Churches, sponsored 
by the major churches (again Bishop John Jukes was involved) and published by 
CTBI's predecessor organisation, CCBI, in 1997. An updated consideration from 
the Yorkshire region can be downloaded at www.crc-online.org.uk/U&FW%20PDF
%20for%20Publication%20Dec%202013.pdf

Credit Unions
Many people end up taking out loans at exorbitant rates of interest. Credit Unions 
can help them – and others. They are mutual non-profit organisations working for 
to benefit the community from which they draw members: a geographical area or a 
community with a 'common bond', such as employment. Kent Savers provides 
financial services for people who live or work in Kent (including Medway). Loans 
range from £300 to £7,500 and internet and phone banking are offered. 
Address: Kent Savers, Maidstone Community Support Centre, 39-48 Marsham St, 
Maidstone ME14 1HH. Tel: 0333 321 9050.
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Poverty and inequality
Official statistics show clearly that, since 1979, poverty and inequality in the UK 
have greatly increased. Unemployment has been a prime cause and so has low pay 
and family breakdown. Weaknesses in pension arrangements and in provision for 
disabled people and for carers also play a part. It may be that poverty and inequality
will, in future, be more vigorously tackled, but pressure on behalf of the 
disadvantaged and a willingness to listen to those experiencing poverty will always 
be needed.

The key ecumenical organisation here is Church Action on Poverty (CAP). It seeks 
to raise awareness about the causes, extent and impact of UK poverty; to enable 
people in poverty to speak for themselves; to promote changes which assist the 
poorest; and to maximise church involvement in social justice issues. Individuals 
and groups can become part of a network of Christians who share concerns about 
poverty and are trying to change things for the better. At local level, activities can 
include study and prayer; initiating and joining local campaigns, lobbying MPs and 
councillors; and setting up displays and information stalls at church events. Another
organisation worthy of support is ATD Fourth World, working with the least 
advantaged in the UK and Europe. It lobbies actively for the poor, and runs a 
residential family centre, family workshop days and other programmes to support 
poor people. Some sources of information are listed below.

The Church and national social issues.
In 1995/6, the Bishops took two important steps to make social issues a more 
prominent concern of Catholics.

Caritas Social Action Network (CSAN).
In 1995, our Bishops established CASC, “Catholic Agency for Social Concern”, to 
provide a focus for national concerns in the way that CAFOD does for international
issues. CASC was to have a particular concern for poverty and social exclusion - 
the latter term being wider than poverty and embracing social isolation and 
powerlessness. CASC was quite small and started by gathering together 
information on all the Catholic agencies in the dioceses; it organised conferences 
on social questions and was active in Caritas. 
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Now, it has become CSAN, “the social action arm of the Catholic Church in 
England and Wales”, moving into offices alongside CAFOD. It sees itself as “a 
family of social action charities” supported by the CSAN team. Network members 
work for the most vulnerable, providing support for families and children, the 
elderly, the homeless, refugees, the disabled, and prisoners, while the national team 
works to strengthen and facilitate the network, conduct policy and advocacy work 
and use its ‘voice’ at a national level. Additionally, alongside CAFOD, it is a 
member of Caritas Internationalis which has over 160 national members.

‘The Common Good and the Catholic Church's Social Teaching’
This statement, issued by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference in 1996, is a gold mine 
of information on the application of Catholic Social Teaching. It offers guidance on 
both national and international issues. Many parishes organised groups to discuss it,
in which J and P groups were often involved. Some used it further by extracting 
material from it for use in Parish Newsletters in the weeks before the 1997 General 
Election. Any group that has not examined it would find it well worth the effort: it 
includes suggestions for questions to guide group study. It was followed in 2010 by 
“Choosing the Common Good”. Copies of both statements can be found, free-of-
charge, on various websites, including that of the Bishops' Conference.
www.catholic-ew.org.uk/Catholic-News-Media-Library/Archive-Media-
Assets/Files/CBCEW-Publications

__________________________________________

O God, to those who are hungry give bread,
and to us, who have bread, give hunger for justice.

(Latin America)
__________________________________________
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Some Key Documents from Rome

Rerum Novarum (1891)

Quadragesimo Anno (1931)

Exsul Familia (1952)

Mater et Magistra (1961)

Pacem in Terris (1963)

Gaudium et Spes (1965)

Dignitatis Humanae (1965)

Populorum Progressio (1967)

Octogesima Adveniens (1971)

Evangelii Nuntiandi (1975)

Laborem Exercens (1981)

Sollicitudo Rei Socialis (1987)

Centesimus Annus (1991)

Tertio Millennio Adveniente (1994)

Evangelium Vitae (1995)

Novo Millennio Inuente (2001)

Deus Caritas Est (2005)

Caritas in Veritate (2009)

Evengelii Gaudium (2013)
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LOCAL PROJECTS

Rather less information can be given about local projects because they relate to 
whatever a particular J and P group sees as the local priority. (But see the section on
the Millennium for past local action).

Handicapped and elderly people
Some J&P groups have concerned themselves with frail elderly people or mentally 
handicapped people in their community. This may involve raising funds for 
facilities or equipment, or starting befriending schemes. Joining campaigns for 
better access to healthcare and support for carers may also be an attractive option.

Local homelessness projects
One J and P group learnt of a survey that had been made of homeless people in 
their area. The group decided to take the matter up with other local churches. 
Following this initiative, a wider meeting on the issue was staged, including local 
voluntary and statutory agencies. The end of this part of the story - after a great deal
of hard work by all concerned - is a small unit of accommodation to house 
homeless people temporarily, and from which they are helped to establish 
themselves in more permanent housing.

A different approach involves support for an existing unit for single homeless 
people in North Kent. Mercy House in Gravesend was set up by the Sisters of 
Mercy. It has residential accommodation for 7 people who can stay for 6 months 
while they look for work and permanent place to live, and a second house has been 
acquired to cater for more. Mercy House also runs a day centre open 7 days a week.
It needs a variety of assistance. It runs a clothing store for the people it helps and 
requires decent clothing in particular (most of those who seek help are young 
adults, squeezed out of a home by a parent's new partner). It wants books, bedding, 
tinned food and packets of non-perishable foodstuffs. It values volunteers to help in
the practical running of the house and day centre and to listen supportively to 
isolated or troubled people. Friends who give cash are also greatly welcomed.

One parish (Tunbridge Wells) has a daily soup run and formerly contributed to the 
funding and running of Nightstop, a homeless hostel. (This activity preceded the 
formation of the J and P group, and the SVP then took the lead, but is supported by 
the group.) The Nightstop premises subsequently joined others owned by the 
Bridge Trust, whose aim is one of Christian compassion, dedication and 
determination, underpinned by the conviction that no one should be without a safe 
and secure home of their own. The Trust offers the essential services that a single 
homeless person may need in their journey from homelessness to independent 
living. 
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Several parish groups have increased awareness by supporting Porchlight, a charity 
supporting vulnerable and homeless people in Kent. It has supported 
accommodation services in Ashford, Canterbury, Dover, Ramsgate, Sittingbourne 
and Tonbridge, a homelessness prevention service and a dedicated rough sleeper 
team. It helps anyone who is homeless or threatened with homelessness, also 
working with any vulnerable people who need support and advice, with a focus on 
long-term solutions to break the cycle of homelessness and ensure that people can 
live independently in the future.

Other activities have included joining in the annual walk from London to 
Canterbury to highlight the issue of homelessness; and sponsorship of an Anglican 
initiative in which their young people slept out overnight in a ‘cardboard city’, 
again to spotlight the problem of homelessness.

Racial discrimination
This issue has concerned a number of groups. J and P groups need to be alert to the 
incidence of racial harassment in their locality, be ready to support initiatives to 
deal with the problem and offer solidarity with those affected. We are urged also to 
be aware of any racial prejudice and discrimination within our own parishes and to 
act to overcome this.

___________________________________
The love of God is greater than all evil.
We pray for racial justice in our own lives, 
in our parishes,in our communities, 
in our diocese, in our land. Amen
(CARJ prayer)
___________________________________

To develop action on these and related issues, contact can be made with the 
Catholic Association for Racial Justice (CARJ). This is an agency of the Bishops' 
Conference: a black-led, lay-led association of Catholics working for justice and 
empowerment of minorities and marginalised groups in Britain. Each year it is 
responsible for organising Racial Justice Sunday (referred to earlier), it works with 
schools and with black and white young people of different backgrounds, 
encourages black vocations to the priesthood, and many other related activities. 
CARJ will provide information, speakers for a meeting and other aids.
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_______________________________________________

We believe each person possesses a basic dignity
that comes from God, not from any human quality or
accomplishment, not from race or gender, age or
economic status.
Solidarity with our neighbour is also about the promotion
of equality of rights and equality of opportunities; hence
we must oppose all forms of discrimination and racism.
('The Common Good', paras 13 and 14)
_______________________________________________

Local meetings
From time to time, J and P groups stage local meetings on topical subjects. 
Sometimes the group takes the initiative and at other times it supports the action of 
like minded people from the local churches. Many meetings involve candidates in 
the run up to General Elections. The views of the candidates and their Parties on 
issues such as homelessness, asylum seekers, overseas aid etc. an be explored. No 
doubt the experience gained from these meetings also bears fruit in other ways. One
example of a different kind of meeting, separate from the election, was run by a 
group for its own parish, but to which neighbouring parishes and other local 
Christian churches were invited. The title was ‘Whatever is happening to the 
family?’ The idea was to discuss recent trends which were leading to increased 
family breakdown and consider how the family might be supported. A speaker was 
brought in from the former diocesan Catholic Children's Society. Subsequently the 
Parish Priest asked for a discussion at an ordinary J and P meeting to try to draw 
out the lessons for the parish and its own family-related activities. Not all of these 
meetings are well attended, but as in the example just given, other useful outcomes 
may follow.

The local media
Don't forget that the local media - the Kent radio stations, the local TV and both 
priced and free local newspapers - are all interested to get news of local events and 
of campaigns with local relevance. Letters to the local papers can also attract 
attention to the issue you want to highlight. You won't always be successful, but its 
worth trying.
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___________________________________________________

“All the earth’s millions are good for nothing, are worthless,
compared to a human being. The person is Christ, and in
the person viewed and treated with faith we look on Christ
the Lord.”

Blessed Oscar Romero (1917-1980)

“How I would like a Church that understands the
poor,  a  Church  that  works  for  the  poor  and  a
Church that is poor with the poor!”

Pope Francis.
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HUMAN RIGHTS

This is a natural commitment for Justice and Peace groups. A statement in ‘The 
Common Good’ put this firmly in the context of Catholic teaching. The paragraph 
is worth quoting in full.

The study of the evolution of the idea of human rights shows that they all
flow from the one fundamental right: the right to life. From this derives
the right to those conditions which make life more truly human: religious
liberty, decent work, housing, health care, freedom of speech, education,
and the right to raise and provide for a family. Catholic moral theology
tells us that it  is the destiny and duty of each human being to become
more fully human.

A society which observes  human rights will  be a society in  which this
human growth is encouraged. Every member of the community has a duty
to the common good in order that the rights of others can be satisfied and
their  freedoms  respected.  Those  whose  rights  and  freedoms  are  being
denied should be helped to claim them. Indeed, human rights have come to
represent that striving from freedom from tyranny and despotism for which
the human spirit has always yearned.          ('The Common Good', para 37).

In one way, human rights hardly needs a separate section here. Actions for human 
rights run through the whole of this handbook, both in earlier sections and sections 
still to come. It is worth listing them: 

- work for CAFOD, which almost always involves support for human rights;
- support to continue the aims of the former 'Living South Africa Memorial', 
which compensated for the loss of human rights in the apartheid years;
- the action on child prostitution and in aid of street children;
- the action to end homelessness;
- the campaign against harsh deportations;
- working for the rights of overseas domestic workers;
- action for those unjustly detained taken by Detainees Support groups;
- the campaign against withdrawal of benefits for asylum seekers;
- work to combat racial discrimination;
- opposing the supply of arms to repressive regimes;
- the campaign for a fair deal for Third World workers;
- the petition on international debt, to end the cuts in health and education which 
deprive families and children of these basic rights;
- campaigns against human traficking, and to support its victims.
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We can also look at some other ways of supporting human rights.

Prisoners of Conscience
You may wish to take up the case of a particular 
prisoner or group of prisoners with the relevant 
government. You will often receive information 
through the J and P network on such prisoners and 
suggestions of who to approach and how to go about 

it. This will include information from Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) which
publishes a monthly newsletter with many ideas for action. Many groups seek to 
encourage the sending of Christmas cards to prisoners of conscience or people 
under severe pressure because they are making a stand for human rights in an 
oppressive country. A list of such people can be obtained from the organisations 
listed below. It is easy to get group members to send cards but harder to involve the
parish, not because they are unwilling, but because they don't know what to say. 
The list of addresses, with background information, can be placed on the notice 
board and together with an item in the parish newsletter. This will certainly attract 
some people but may not be enough to get a good result. So some groups have run 
Christmas card sessions at which individuals are encouraged to write a card on the 
spot and helped to frame a message. Another idea is to hand out slips of paper with 
just one address on each, plus information on the cost of postage and perhaps some 
suggested messages. It is important to start early enough to meet postal deadlines. A
late start will discourage parishioners from making that extra effort.

Human rights at home
Sometimes you will hear through the J and P network of campaigns on behalf of 
UK prisoners who, it is believed, are victims of a miscarriage of justice. You may 
want to support such campaigns through letters and petitions. There are also 
campaigns from time to time about particular individuals or families who are being 
threatened with deportation. Letters to the Home Office on their behalf may be 
sought. If concerned for prison reform, The Howard League provides information.

_______________________________________
Almighty and eternal God,
you know the longings of men's hearts
and you protect their rights.
In your goodness,
watch over those in authority,
so that people everywhere may enjoy
freedom, security and peace.
(Committee for International Justice and Peace)
_______________________________________
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Some groups have spent time reflecting on the human rights implications of 
euthanasia and abortion so as to ensure that individual members are well informed 
on these questions. As a basis for these reflections, statements on such questions 
(and on matters related to the criminal justice system) can be obtained from the 
Secretariat of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference. Some of these issues, and in 
particular what a recent Pope called the ‘culture of death’, were highlighted in 'The 
Common Good' where the Bishops talked about the devaluation of human life and 
the incidence of abortion for the sake of ‘mere personal convenience’, adding:

Too often the same mentality is brought to bear on other ethical issues
raised by developments in medical technology, such as the treatment of
those judged to be brain-dead and permanently unconscious,  or elderly
patients with a terminal illness, or human embryos conceived outside the
womb as part of fertility treatment ( 'The Common Good', para. 67).

Human rights legislation.
The paragraph from ‘The Common Good’ quoted at the beginning of this section 
led up to support by the Bishops for strengthening UK legislation on human rights. 
The possibilities raised were a Bill of Rights or the incorporation of the European 
Convention on Human Rights into British domestic law: the latter became a 
political reality. The Freedom of Information Act arrived in 2000 - an important 
issue in the enforcement of one's human rights - and further consideration on how 
the rights of disabled people can be ensured. The Disability Discrimination Act 
lacks enforcement mechanisms of the kind available under equal opportunities and 
race legislation, and even these may need strengthening.

All of this suggests that J and P groups could usefully study the various legislative 
possibilities and form a view on which to support. We may want to lobby our MPs 
if promises of legislation are not fulfilled or if weak legislation is proposed. In 
addition to the Catholic Bishops’ Conference (address above), one organisation 
which may be able to advise on the quality of proposed legislation is given below.

___________________________________
We are God's work of art, created in Jesus
Christ to live the good life as he had meant
us to live it from the beginning.
(Ephesians 2:19) 
___________________________________
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PEACE ISSUES

If we are about Justice and Peace, then peace issues need to be on our agenda.

Praying for peace
There are various opportunities during the year to promote prayers for peace.
Peace Day: The Pope issues his message for the coming year before lst January, but
in England and Wales the Day of Prayer is observed on the Second Sunday of 
Ordinary Time. Leaflets on this are sent to Parish Priests by Pax Christi on behalf 
of the Department of International Affairs of the Catholic Bishops' Conference, 
with commentary on the Pope's peace theme.
Hiroshima Service: on 6th August annually at the Friars, Aylesford, unless this 
falls on a weekend, in which case the Service takes place on 9th August, the 
anniversary of the Nagasaki bombing. This is a J and P occasion when the Kent 
groups and others come together to pray for peace at a service planned by one of 
the groups.
Week of Prayer for World Peace: mid-October, in the week immediately 
preceding One World Week. This is a joint churches and development agencies 
activity. Leaflets with daily readings and prayers are produced. Additional copies 
can be purchased.

_______________________________
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me.
Let there be love on earth
And let it begin in my heart.
Let there be miracles on earth
And let them begin with my faith
Let there be a future
And let it begin with my action – now.
(A CAFOD prayer).
________________________________

Reflecting on issues of war and peace
J and P groups have had their own discussions, and/or have put on meetings for 
wider audiences, to reflect on the issues raised by nuclear weapons, the Gulf War, 
the arms trade, the over-reliance on force to impose solutions, the use of sanctions 
as an alternative to war, the role of the United Nations, and other moral questions. 
This process can be assisted by material from Pax Christi, the United Nations 
Association, Christian CND, the the Fellowship of Reconciliation, and with the 
help of priests actively concerned with peace issues. 
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Nuclear weapons
In the cold war, many J&P groups pressed for disarmament. This need continues, 
for example, in relation to the UK's Trident submarines. There are also campaigns 
for the ending of all nuclear weapon testing, and action to support the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. Material on these and other initiatives on weapons of mass 
destruction will come through the J and P network, especially from Pax Christi.

A world wide ban on anti-personnel landmines.
Another campaign has as its goal a world-wide ban on the use, production, 
stockpiling, export and trade in all forms of anti-personnel landmine. Many 
organisations have become involved in this campaign, including those concerned 
about the arms trade (CAAT, for example), those involved in caring for mines 
victims, usually civilians (Red Cross, Médecins Sans Frontieres and others), those 
active in mine clearance (Mines Advisory Group) and the major aid agencies such 
as CAFOD, OXFAM and Christian Aid. The latter group have found that their 
efforts to resettle refugees have been frustrated by the presence of landmines which 
remain a constant danger long after the war which 'justified' their use was over. 
These and many others have come together in the UK.

Landmine Action (Formerly the UK Working Group on Landmines).
Many J and P groups have played a part in the 
campaign, writing letters to MPs and Ministers, 
collecting signatures in the parish on petitions, 
promoting the signing of CAFOD landmine cards 
and organising prayers (in novenas, bidding 
prayers, special services etc). The original focus of 
the campaign was the meeting in Geneva of the 
Inhumane Weapons Convention (1995/6). When 
this failed to produce the desired result, the 
Canadian Government called a meeting in Ottawa 

of governments supporting a ban to devise a strategy for achieving an international 
treaty (October 1996). Subsequent meetings have become known as the Ottawa 
Process. A previous UK government adopted observer status at the December 1996 
meeting. The UK announced an immediate ban on anti-personnel mines and the 
destruction of the British stockpiles by 2005. It also proposed to play a more active 
role in the Ottawa Process and to work for an international ban. The best source of 
information on developments from here on is Landmine Action, as the co-
ordinating body for all the concerned agencies. They will provide up to date news, 
pointers to the action most needed at a particular time. They like to know what is 
being done by groups and to receive copies of correspondence with Ministers.
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The Arms Trade
A number of J and P groups have examined the arms trade and the way it is 
controlled by our government. Among the issues are sales to governments with a 
poor human rights record; sales where there is external or internal conflict which 
will be worsened by additional arms supplies; and sales to poor countries whose 
money is urgently required for development, for reducing poverty and for health 
and education.

At present the UK is one of the leading aims sellers and arms have been vigorously 
promoted by various governments, whilst claiming to have strict arms controls in 
place. These take into account the human rights policies of the importing State, the 
preservation of regional peace and stability and the economic circumstances of the 
country. However, the UK arms control policy has mostly been pursued within the 
major objective of promoting arms sales and this has tended to produce a ‘flexible 
attitude to controls. In 1997, the government instituted a review of the way arms 
control policy is interpreted, and began emphasising human rights issues.

With this as their context, a number of J and P groups have written to Ministers in 
the past to protest against arms sales to Indonesia, a repressive regime which was 
occupying East Timor against the wishes of its people. Concerns have also been 
expressed about arms sales to Nigeria, another country which has shown a 
disregard for human rights. We will need to watch how these and other less than 
satisfactory regimes are dealt with following the policy review referred to above. 
Some groups, as well as protesting against particular sales, have drawn attention to 
the availability of European Union money to help in converting arms industries to 
peaceful uses or promote alternative work in areas where the arms manufacturers 
are major employers. This approach recognises the concerns about the impact on 
employment of stricter controls. 

There are at least two reports which can aid thinking about the arms trade: both 
may be acquired through any good library. The first is from the the Pontifical 
Council for Justice and Peace and is called ‘The International Arms Trade - an 
Ethical Reflection’ (1994). The second, which complements the first very well 
(and quotes from it) is from the Church of England Board for Social Responsibility 
and is called 'Responsibility in Arms Transfer Policy’, (1994). Below is a list of 
useful organisations.
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The Clean Investment Campaign
This is a CAAT initiative, begun in 1997. It is aimed against the support given to 
the arms trade by institutional shareholders. A campaign pack was provided to offer
guidance on (polite) letter writing to those on a list of health organisations, local 
authorities and religious organisations. The object is to persuade institutional 
shareholders with investments in arms exporting companies to encourage the 
companies to shift to civil manufacture and/or to persuade these shareholders to 
disinvest from all arms exporting companies.

This was a major campaign and later extended to trade unions, educational 
establishments and charities. At least one J and P group decided to get involved but 
thinks, with regret, that it had to limit itself to part of the list only. However, it is 
better to make a modest contribution than to opt out altogether. 

The campaign led to disinvestment by many charities and religious organisations 
and the campaign later focused (with some success) on universities and (with less 
success) on local authority pension funds. Relevant information is kept on CAAT's 
website to assist those wishing to follow up this work.

More is said about the broader topic of ethical investment in the next section.
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“Various peoples incite the passions of 
war by martial music.  Christians 
employ only the Word of God, the 
instrument of peace.”  

St Clement of Alexandria, (220 AD)

“I am a soldier of Christ, I cannot 
fight.”

St Martin of Tours (397 AD)



_____________________________________

We cannot merely pray to you, O God,
to end starvation,
for you have already given us the resources
with which to feed the entire world.
if only we would use them wisely.

We cannot merely pray to you, O God,
to end disease,
for you have already given us great minds
with which to search out cures and healing,
if only we would use them constructively.

We cannot merely pray to you, O God,
to give us shelter,
for you have already given us the power
to plan and build for everyone,
if only we would use our power justly.

We cannot merely pray to you, O God,
to root out prejudice,
for you have already given us eyes with which
to see the good in all people,
if only we would use them rightly.

We cannot merely pray to you, O God,
to end war,
for we know you have made the world
in such a way,
that we must find our own path to peace
within ourselves and with our neighbours.

Therefore we pray to you instead, O God,
for strength and determination and willpower
to become, instead of merely to wish,
to do, instead of just to pray.
(From Pax Christi)
_____________________________________
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ETHICS AND INVESTMENT

In ‘The Common Good’, the Bishops begin a section on ownership and property by
reminding us that ‘ownership is governed by a ‘social mortgage’.

It cannot be right that the moral responsibilities of ownership are ended when
ownership is channelled through shareholding, nor can it be right that the 
managers of such shareholdings should feel their only obligation to the 
owners is to maximise their returns, within the limits set by law. Both 
managers and shareholders have a social responsibility (p.25).

This statement opened up discussion in some J and P groups about ethics in 
investment and what action was possible to promote ethical decisions.

Shareholder action
Some individual J and P members have attended meetings of companies in which 
they had shares to try to protest particular policies. Without any backing, this is a 
difficult action to take, though if there are like-minded people at the meeting, some 
impact can be made.

The Campaign Against the Arms Trade (CAAT) has organised shareholder actions, 
buying shares in target companies and inviting CAAT members to join them in 
protests inside and outside the company's annual meeting. Outside, there are protest
vigils, and inside, individual shareholders voice the agreed demand (for example, 
that the Board stop selling arms to Indonesia). Similar protests are promoted by 
human rights or environmental groups on issues such as the record of major 
companies in Third World countries, especially those with repressive regimes, or on
green issues nearer home. If your members or the group itself belong to such an 
organisation, you can be alerted to what is being planned.

_______________________________________
O Lord, let me not be afraid to defend the weak
because of the anger of the strong,
nor afraid to defend the poor
because of the anger of the rich.
(Alan Paton)
_______________________________________

A group in Oxford (part of the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility, of
which more later) went a stage further and organised a shareholder resolution at the 
AGM of a major international company. For this it was necessary to find 100 
shareholders with at least 40,000 shares. The word was spread through church 
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newspapers and groups like Amnesty International and Global Justice Now. This 
produced 131 shareholders with 26 million shares.

Trying to influence shareholders and investment managers
Here an example is the Clean Investment Campaign shown earlier. This is a letter 
writing campaign, directed specifically at investment in the aims trade. (Happily, 
Southwark RC Diocese is not on the 1997 CAAT list of religious groups with 
investments in arms).

Another concern relates to pension funds. Many J and P members are contributing 
to occupational pensions at the workplace, while others are drawing such pensions 
in retirement. It is commonly believed that it is not possible to influence the 
investment decisions of pension fund trustees in particular directions, because by 
law they must give absolute priority to the objective of maximising returns so long 
as the investments do not harm those who they exist to help. But the real situation is
more subtle than that. The former Minister for Social Security in 1995 wrote that 
the investment policy pursued must be consistent with the standards of care and 
prudence required by law, but: 

.... trustees are free to avoid certain kinds of prudent investment which 
they consider scheme members would regard as objectionable, so long as 
they make equally advantageous investments elsewhere. Alternatively, 
they may put funds into investments that they believe the members would 
regard as desirable, so long as these are proper investments on other 
grounds.

The Pensions Act 1995, under section 35, requires trustees to prepare and maintain 
a written statement of the principles governing their decisions about investments, 
which is to be made available to scheme members. Unless the trust deed precludes 
it, the statement can cover ethical issues.

This suggests that a J and P group could develop a project in which each member 
obtains a copy of the statement of principles from their own pension scheme, 
compares these within the group and discusses together the terms in which 
individual members could, if necessary, write to their scheme. This is only one idea.
The point is we need not feel helpless, even though what any one person can do 
may be quite modest.

Investing ethically
In considering possible actions of the kind discussed so far, it will be helpful to find
out more about what has come to be known as ethical investment. This type of 
investment dates from 1984, when Friends Provident (a company with Quaker 
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traditions) issued its first Stewardship Bond. Since then, many finance companies 
have developed ethical investment options, so that this is now a £1 billion sector, 
still small in terms of all shareholding, but growing quite steadily and, by all 
accounts, doing a good job in investment terms.

Typically, the ethical principles on which investment in companies is decided are a 
mix of 'positive criteria' - company treatment of its employees, its relationship with 
the local community, its record on environmental improvements and pollution 
control, the safety of the goods produced etc. - and 'negative criteria' - such as 
avoiding the arms industry, those who produce or distribute pornography, those 
who exploit animals (cosmetics testing, factory farming) and so on. Advice on 
company policies and activities is obtained from the Ethical Investment Research 
and Information Service (EIRIS).

It is certainly not the job of a Justice and Peace group to promote a particular 
finance company. But given the statement in ‘The Common Good’ with which this 
section began, it could be right to find out more about ethical investment and share 
this with the parish. And if the parish itself has investments, it may be glad to know 
how it can both act ethically, and avoid taking risks with the parish finances.

There are now a number of organisations that can help with information.
Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility (ECCR). 
ECCR seeks to promote good corporate behaviour through responsible share 
ownership. With partners in North America, it is developing ‘benchmarks’ by which
religious investors can measure the behaviour their companies and begin asking 
questions. ECCR helps shareholders working together on matters of concern to 
them. A regular bulletin is produced.
Ethical Investment Research and Information Service (Vigeo-EIRIS).
This researches the top companies records against various ethical criteria, making 
information available to investors. Vigeo-EIRIS will also help organisations 
develop their ethical policy and provide individuals with a list of ethical investment
managers.

These organisations are keen to raise awareness of investment ethics among 
churches so that church members can use investments as to further their mission of 
justice and service. They can provide written material, support training events, link 
people and facilitate action via: 
- a variety of articles for newsletters and magazines;
- papers on the theology and practice of investment ethics
- information on the work and services of their sponsoring groups;
- information on campaigns, workshop material, local contacts, lists of speakers.
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Shared Interest
This is an organisation that J&P groups could 
properly promote. It is a co-operative lending 
society established in 1990 as one the network of 
Alternative Trading Organisations, dedicated to 
fair trade and fair treatment of Third World people.
It has strong links with Traidcraft and OXFAM, 

but while these organisations sell Third World goods on a fair trading basis, Shared 
Interest is directly helping with the financing of Third World enterprises.

Small urban and rural enterprises and co-operatives have great difficulty in securing
loans at reasonable rates of interest and easily fall into the hands of those who want 
to exploit them and their children. Shared Interest makes loans to small businesses 
run for the benefit of groups of disadvantaged producers, especially women.

It requires that the enterprise plays a responsible role in its community and respects 
the environment. They must be able to use the loan profitably and have the 
potential to raise their own finance in the future. The loans are usually made 
through the Ecumenical Development Co-operative Society, who have people on 
the spot where the businesses are. The whole operation has had the backing of the 
UK Co-operative Bank.

____________________________
A partnership of equals
with the people of the Third World
(Shared Interest's slogan)
____________________________

This is not a way for investors to make money. Interest rates are very low, and some
people waive the interest altogether. In effect, you would be part of a lending 
arrangement. The minimum investment is £100 and the maximum is £20,000 and 
this can normally be withdrawn whenever you want it by return of post. On 
investment you become a voting member of Shared Interest and there appears to be 
a genuine possibility of influencing policy. 
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THE MILLENNIUM: CAMPAIGNS AND COVENANTS

Pope John-Paul's Apostolic Letter 'Tertio Millennio Adveniente' was the starting 
point for our thinking about the Millennium. In this, he speaks of the year 2000 as a
Jubilee year, a ‘year of the Lord's favour’, and reminds us of the Old and New 
Testament passage (Leviticus 61 and Luke 4) which calls on us to bring good news 
to the poor, bind up the broken hearted and proclaim liberty to captives. The Pope 
asked how we can fail to place greater emphasis on the Church's preferential option
for the poor:

Indeed, it has to be said that a commitment to justice
and peace in a world like ours, marked by so many
conflicts and intolerable social and economic inequalities,
is a necessary condition for the preparation and celebration
of the Jubilee.

The task then, was to find the right way to prepare for the Millennium and to 
celebrate the year of Jubilee both in 2000 and afterwards. There were plenty of 
possibilities on offer. These were on three level: international, diocesan and parish. 
This section looks at the way Justice and Peace groups might get involved.

A. INTERNATIONAL
Fair Deal for the Poor: CAFOD
Action on Fair Trade: Christian Aid.

These two interlocking campaigns ran for a year or more, aiming to harness British 
consumer power to bring about a better deal for Third World workers who 
manufacture goods or grow food and other produce for the UK market. All over the
Third World, people are being driven by poverty to work in slave-like conditions, 
with little regard to health and safety and often for wages which will barely buy the 
necessities of life. Family poverty too often leads to the extensive use of child 
labour, in bad working conditions and for pitiful wages, simply so that the family 
can survive.

There were three parts to this campaign for a fair deal for exploited workers. Justice
and Peace groups could pick one of them or try all three.
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1. Christian Aid asked supermarket customers to write a short note to the manager 
of their local supermarket asking how the supermarket ensures that workers from 
the developing world who produce its goods receive basic rights such as minimum 
wages and safety at work. Does an independent body check these standards? One or
more recent supermarket slips - which list the goods bought and the amount paid - 
should go with the letter to show that it was from a (regular) customer. This action 
could be taken by individuals or by churches or other groups.

2. CAFOD aimed its campaign at the national level - to the 
headquarters of companies selling Third World goods in the UK. 
It asked individuals to sign a card saying ‘I don't just want to 
shop, I want to shop justly. I believe that all companies who trade 
with Third World suppliers should abide by an independently 
monitored "code of conduct" which is a list of minimum labour 
standards’. The card was to be sent to CAFOD who emphasised 
that it did not want a boycott of any goods, as this affects the 
workers’ jobs and can bring more, not less, poverty. Instead 
CAFOD hoped to receive large numbers of these cards which it 

then used to bring consumer-based pressure on the UK companies. (CAFOD could 
supply any number of cards to groups.)

3. A third element involved Traidcraft and the former World
Development Movement, that is, those active in the Fair Trade
campaign. Here the idea was to send or leave a signed ‘Café Fair
Trade’ card at any place - café, restaurant, cinema - that you
used and that served teas or coffee. (NB CAFOD can certify a Fair Trade Parish!)

The cards, which could be obtained from CAFOD, said ‘Dear Manager, I would 
like the coffee and tea I drink here to be fairly traded’ and gave further information 
about this. It was also suggested that we tried to ensure that our parishes served 
fairly traded tea and coffee.

As an example of how such a campaign can operate, one J and P group chose the 
first two forms of action for a joint campaign with two other local churches 
(Methodist and Anglican). First, each church told its parishioners about the 
Christian Aid plan and asked them to save their supermarket slips. In addition, the 
Catholic and Methodist churches suggested that, though parishioners could act as 
individuals, it might be more effective if the supermarket slips were saved over a 
period of 6-8 weeks and then gathered together from both churches. They could 
then be sent in sizeable batches to the relevant local supermarket, with a letter 
written (by the J and P chairman) on behalf of the churches. 
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Second, the (free) loan of a Christian Aid exhibit on the fair trade/fair deal issue 
was secured. This exhibit moved around the three churches over three weekends. 
The J and P group also prepared a smaller CAFOD exhibit for its parish, to 
complement the Christian Aid exhibit and explained the two pronged strategy 
(letters to local supermarkets and CAFOD pressure on companies at the national 
level) in the parish newsletter. The other churches were supplied with campaign 
material and chose their own best means of information giving. At each church at 
the weekend of the exhibit, the signing of the CAFOD cards (‘I want to shop 
justly’) was organised . Again, these cards could be sent off individually, but it was 
thought better to arrange on the spot signing so that a good batch could be sent off 
to CAFOD. This did not tackle the café cards, though there is no reason why this 
could not have been added. This CAFOD/Christian Aid/Fair Trade campaign 
continued through several years, so there was plenty of time to plan how the J and P
group could participate. The project set out above is, of course, only one possibility.

_________________________________________________________

O Lord, open my eyes that I may see the need of others, 
open my ears that I may hear their cries, 
open my heart so that they need not be without succour. (Alan Paton)
_________________________________________________________

An important initiative, backed by many church people, concerns the Living Wage.
The campaign asks employers to volunteer to pay at least an hourly rate, set 
independently and updated annually, and to ensure that any sub-contractors or 
agency staff get the same treatment. A group may decide to find out about the 
attitude of local shops and businesses – not to mention services of the local and 
national government – and get others to encourage them towards better practice.

International Debt.
Another point made by the Pope in his Apostolic Letter was that the Millennium 
Jubilee was the appropriate time to think of ‘reducing substantially, if not 
cancelling outright, the international debt that seriously threatens the future of 
many nations’. In this the Pope was joined by all the UK aid agencies who saw for 
themselves the impact of debt repayments on poor people in the poorest countries 
in the Third World.

CAFOD reported that in 1996, poor countries were paying almost £330 million in 
interest on their debts to banks, governments and financial institutions. If they 
needed to borrow more money from the World Bank or the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to develop their economies they were obliged to undertake what are 
known as Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs). One of the requirements was 
to cut public spending. Many debtor countries had to cut health spending, introduce
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charges for medicines, cut food subsidies and charge fees for education. Poor 
children and poor families were hit by all of this.

The aid agencies came together to promote a one-off cancellation of unpayable 
debts by the year 2000, for 47 of the poorest countries. A joint organisation, Jubilee 
2000, was formed to focus on the campaign for debt cancellation. One of the joint 
strategies was the collection of thousands of signatures on a Jubilee 2000 Petition. 
This said: 

* We undersigned, believe that the start of the new millennium should be a 
time to give hope to the impoverished people of the world;
* To make a fresh start, we believe it right to put behind us the mistakes made 
by both lenders and borrowers, and to cancel the backlog of unpayable debts 
of the most impoverished nations;
* We call upon leaders of lending nations to write off these debts by the year 
2,000. We ask them to take effective steps to prevent such high levels of debt 
building up again. We look for a new beginning to celebrate the millennium.

The deadline for the petition was June 1999 when it was presented to a meeting of 
the G7 - the world's leading economies, the leading creditors and key members of 
the IMF. Copies of the petition could be obtained from CAFOD, Jubilee 2000 (now
'Jubilee Debt Campaign') or any other aid organisation and could be photocopied as
often as needed.

A number of J and P groups were already involved in the debt issue, by writing to 
the Treasury to encourage various government initiatives for debt relief. Although a
previous government had made serious efforts - with some success - to promote 
debt relief, it had become evident that more pressure was needed on the 
international institutions if real progress was to made by the year 2000. Raising 
awareness in the parishes and in our communities about international debt and its 
effects and promoting the petition was - and still is – one task that J and P groups 
could usefully undertake.

One J and P group reported that they intended to make this their key project in 
1997/8. They joined with the Anglican and Methodist-URC churches to organise a 
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pre-election candidates meeting and put questions on the debt issue. Signatures on 
the petition were collected in the parish, other local churches were being 
encouraged to promote the petition and there was a High St stall on a Saturday to 
collect signatures from the public. Other actions were taken as the year progressed. 
Another group promoted the petition later in 1997, again in co-operation with other 
local churches.

The debt issue is a very complex one. While parishioners respond quite readily to 
the case for a fair deal for Third World workers, they are more inclined to question 
the good sense of cancelling debts. Will the countries concerned just borrow again, 
perhaps to spend money on arms, or on projects which harm the environment or 
enrich the powerful at the expense of the poor? Careful and clear explanations are 
needed.

Fortunately, on both these Millennium campaigns, there was very helpful material:
CAFOD had material which covered both the Fair Deal and the Debt campaign. 
The main items were:
The Fair Deal Pack, including a Campaign Briefing, Campaign Liturgy and a poster
and Fair Deal video, a series of 15 minute documentaries from all over the world, 
suitable for use in schools and parishes. 
Jubilee Debt Campaign had:
Debt Cutters Handbook (with a church version); Posters; Leaflets and Petition. 
Members receive a newsletter on national and international developments to those 
who become members.
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B. DIOCESAN ACTION

The New Covenant with the Poor
On Maundy Thursday 1997, our Archbishop and the three area Bishops signed a 
New Covenant with the Poor as part of the preparation for the Millennium Jubilee. 
Its central promises were:
* We pledge ourselves to create a more equitable distribution of the wealth we 
enjoy; to participate fully in programmes which offer aid and development to those 
in need; to seek ways of sharing our prosperity with those who are less fortunate.
* We dedicate ourselves to act as advocates for the poor; to be a constant voice on 
behalf of the voiceless; to support international efforts to relieve the debts of 
struggling nations; to promote fairer trade and conditions of work for those who are
exploited.
* We commit ourselves to place the poor at the heart of our prayer and liturgical 
celebration; to include them in our intercession; to rejoice in their expression of 
faith; to make them a part of our diocesan worship and thereby be enriched by their 
reciprocal prayer on our behalf.

______________________________________
You are the Lord of history, the Lord of time,
Lord of the cosmos, redeemer of the universe,
the first and the last, the Alpha and Omega,
All time belongs to you, and all ages. You are
the eternal Word, who entered into time, who
lived among us, who showed compassion to
all who suffer, especially the poor. You are the
Lord of the poor, Lord of the afflicted,
Lord of the needy.
May we praise you by sharing with the poor,
by making them a priority in our lives, so that
our time on earth be blessed by you, until it is
finally fulfilled in your eternity.
(Columban prayer for the Millennium).
______________________________________

In his Pastoral Letter of Lent 1997, the Archbishop gave as an example of wealth 
sharing the pledge to continue giving 5% of income from the diocese's central 
investment fund to CAFOD. We suggested that J and P groups could to put forward
ideas for other possible actions, through the J and P Office.

At national level, a Jubilee Worker was appointed from Summer 1997 to provide 
training and resources to meet identified needs in the dioceses. These included 
matters such as:
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- to understand justice and peace, its theology and biblical basis, so as to be able to 
communicate it to others;
- networking skills, for the church and non-church bodies;
- how to attract new/young members;
- how to work alongside the poor and in collaborative ministries;
- how to develop group, meeting, speaking and media skills;
- how to evaluate our work;
- how to build on 'The Common Good';
- methodology to ‘accompany’ new people and to develop new church structures;
- how to decide on ‘central’ or ‘local’ events/strategies.

C. THE PARISH AND THE COVENANT

The Archbishop also encouraged deaneries, parishes, groups and individuals to 
follow up the Diocesan Covenant with their own commitments and covenants. He 
indicated that he thought it likely that J and P groups would get involved in the debt
and fair deal campaigns. But we also encouraged people to additionally consider 
thinking about how our groups and our parishes might fulfil their own covenants.
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______________________________________________

Lord, inspire in us a deeper sense of your justice,
that we may be concerned at the injustices in our world.
Lord, inspire in us a deeper sense of your peace,
so that we may be concerned at the wars and
dissensions in the heart of man. Amen
(Columban prayer for the Millennium)
______________________________________________

Any of the actions outlined in the sections of this handbook on CAFOD and other 
international or national projects could be adopted by groups not already 
undertaking them. The section on praying for Justice and Peace offers many ideas 
for fulfilling the prayer goals of the covenant.

But we might also want to consider whether a parish covenant should or could be 
directed at local needs. These might be homeless people; unemployed people 
including the young unemployed; the needs of services for disabled or handicapped
people; care for lonely and housebound elderly people; support for those caring for 
frail elderly or disabled children or adults; support for prisoners and detainees and 
for their families. We should remember also that while there may be a call for 
giving money, there are also opportunities to give various goods which can be 
distributed by charities or sold in their shops. Perhaps even more important would 
be the giving of personal service, either to caring organisations or through 
individual visiting. Justice and Peace groups should always be ready to help the 
parish think through the various possibilities and support any action taken.

______________________________________________

The first duty of the citizen towards the common good
is to ensure that nobody is marginalised and to bring
back into a place in the community those who have been
marginalised in the past.
('The Common Good', para 75)
______________________________________________

A debate on our society and its future
One final point on the Millennium. The Churches Together in England came 
forward with a proposal that in 1998/99 there should be a nation-wide debate on the
sort of society we want to bequeath our children, and what such a society would 
require from each one of us. Justice and Peace groups might prepare themselves 
and their parishes for such a debate by promoting a discussion of this kind. The 
paper ‘The Common Good’ would offer a good starting point.
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PETITIONS AND LETTERS

Petitions and letters have been mentioned a number of times, and it is worth 
spending a bit more time on the subject.

Petitions will be sent to you from a number of sources once you join the J and P 
network. You have to make a judgement on which you would like to support and 
which you will discuss with the Parish Priest to suggest that it is one that 
parishioners can appropriately be asked to sign. This must be based mainly on 
whether this is an matter on which Christians ought to be taking a stand. You will 
also need to consider whether you can present the issue in a way that will enable 
parishioners to make their own judgement on whether or not to sign.

__________________________________________________________

First they came for the Jews and I did not speak out -
because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for the communists and I did not speak out -
because I was not a communist.
Next they came for the trade unionists and I did not speak out -
because I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for me and there was no-one left to speak out for me.
(Pastor Niemoller, victim of the Holocaust).
__________________________________________________________

Some petitions will link with a subject that has already had a lot of media publicity 
but you will still need to explain the Christian principles that have led you to bring 
this matter before the parish. Sometimes a petition or the signing of campaign cards
will be requested by CAFOD, and this gives the issue credibility in the eyes of the 
parish - for example card signing on banning landmines and on a fair deal for the 
poor have featured in recent years. But these and petitions from other sources still 
need some explanation - perhaps through a small exhibit or an item in the 
newsletter. It will usually be sensible to leave a petition out for two weekends, so 
that there is a second chance for the people who got home and said to
themselves ‘bother, I meant to sign that petition’, as well as for people who prefer 
not to be rushed into a decision about signing.

Letters to your local MP and to Ministers are another and better way of influencing 
policy. This can be approached in two ways. The group may simply write as a J and
P group, and not claiming to represent the parish. But some letters can be presented 
to parishioners, offering them an opportunity to add their signatures to the letter. 
One J and P group, for example, did this with letters on Overseas Aid (for 
CAFOD), on the arms trade and when the legislation on refugees and asylum 
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seekers was before Parliament. They have noticed that letters with multiple 
signatures are more likely to get a detailed response from government than a purely
J and P letter.

But, as with petitions, parishioners cannot be expected to sign unless they are given
an explanation of the issue and why Christians should be concerned about it and 
ready to take what action they can. Overseas aid - and backing CAFOD - is easy to 
get across. For the letter on asylum seekers and refugees, the position of the 
Catholic Bishops was set out in the parish Newsletter and the letter for signature 
followed much the same lines. The arms trade was more difficult and was linked 
with an exhibit on the subject and material in the Newsletter. The presentation of 
each letter has to be thought about and the most promising method adopted. It will 
also be important to find a way of displaying any reply for all the signatories to see.
For both petitions and letters, an excellent way to make the link with Catholic 
Social Teaching is to quote the 1996 Bishops' statement ‘The Common Good’, 
discussed earlier.

You can of course start your own petition. One J and P group in South Wales 
prepared a petition to the Prime Minister on the urgent need to increase aid to 
Africa. They circulated this through the national J and P network, inviting other 
groups to join them. The final tally was 18,000 signatures. The South Wales group, 
accompanied by sundry notables, took this off to Downing Street - a fine 
demonstration of the scope the J and P network offers for an individual group 
initiative.

A judgement has to be made on how often to present petitions and letters for 
signature by parishioners. To do it too often reduces the effectiveness of this 
approach. But it is a way of enabling parishioners to exert their political influence 
for Christian purposes.

If silence means consent, the chance to show that there is no consent to unjust 
actions can be welcome to the parish.

___________________________________________

A well constructed society will be one that gives
priority to the integrity, stability and health of
family life. It should be a principle of good
government, therefore, that no law should be
passed with possible social consequences, without
first considering what effect it would have on family
life, and especially on children
( 'The Common Good’, para 21).
___________________________________________
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ACTING ECUMENICALLY?

The Christian churches in your area will usually be involved in some actions on 
behalf of poor people, here or overseas, or for issues of justice or of peace. The 
same will apply to other faiths. Wouldn't it be obvious sense for the Justice and 
Peace group to concentrate on planning its programme in conjunction the other 
churches, synagogues, temples and mosques and so be able to make much stronger 
impact for the cause in question? The answer is yes and no.

The ‘no’ case
Let’s take the ‘no’ element first, because it is not just a sterile negative. A Justice 
and Peace group is a parish group which has a job to do in its own parish. Earlier in
the handbook it was stated that is the mark of a Christian parish that it cares about 
its disadvantaged brothers and sisters and seeks ways to share its resources with 
them. So the group must set out through its programme to offer parishioners 
practical opportunities to express their love and concern for suffering people. But 
the parish has its own financial needs. It has to meet the regular bills, to cover 
repairs, to repay any debts, and perhaps it wants to expand - to build a hall for 
example. The group may need to work with the parish authorities to try to agree a 
proper balance between these two essential elements of parish life. Here it is as well
to remind ourselves that ‘resources’ does not only imply money. Many of the 
projects described in this handbook involve other kinds of giving - goods, service, 
prayers. Indeed, it is possible over time to create a culture of giving and sharing in 
the parish without constantly asking for money.

In some parishes, fund raising for disadvantaged people is readily acceptable, but 
the idea of getting involved in issues of justice and injustice and issues affecting 
peace creates great unease. 'The Church ought not to get involved in politics' is the 
common cry.

_______________________________________________

We believe that when we pray 'Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth’, we bind ourselves to work
for a social order which mirrors, realises and incarnates
the realities of the Kingdom
Church Action on Poverty 'Hearing the Cry of the Poor’
_______________________________________________

Again, the J and P group has a job to do. It must find ways of explaining why 
Christians ought to be concerned about a particular issue and show how the 
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solutions being sought are not only feasible but are based on good Christian 
principles and on Catholic Social Teaching. In the process the group is enabling 
parishioners to exercise the good citizenship that Bishops were trying to promote in
‘The Common Good’. 

None of this says you must stick with ‘Catholic’ action and avoid involvement with
other churches. But it does say that you have a primary job in your own parish. 
Moreover, to maximise the parish response, it will help to be able to bring out the 
Catholic elements in your projects. Parishioners will identify with CAFOD more 
easily than with Christian Aid or Tearfund (and the converse applies in protestant 
churches). The fact that Cardinal Hume is President of Shelter, that the Manna 
Centre was founded by a Catholic, that the Catholic Bishops have made frequent 
statements on the 'scandal of homelessness' are all part of the J and P group's 
'weaponry' in convincing the parish both of the needs of homeless people (the easy 
part) and of the importance of tackling the political issue of homelessness.

The ‘yes’ case
The ‘yes’ case seems rather obvious - together we can achieve more than we can 
separately. The church leaders have shown their recognition of this by coming 
together in joint organisations like the Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 
(CTBI) and, within that, in joint work on the arms trade, racial discrimination, the 
treatment of immigrants and so on. CTBI's predecessor was the base for the 
Enquiry into Unemployment and the Future of Work. Ten different churches and 
the black majority churches were represented on the sponsoring committee for this 
project. The churches work together in “Housing Justice” to tackle the problem of 
homelessness, and they work together in Church Action on Poverty.

The campaign against the withdrawal of benefits from asylum seekers involved 
close liaison between the leaders of various churches. It is true that co-operation 
within the network of Christian churches is more highly developed than that with 
non-Christian faiths, but this is also moving forward where there is common 
ground.

How can J and P groups operate ecumenically?
There are no simple answers. Working together would be easy enough if the other 
churches had an equivalent of our own J and P movement with whom joint action 
could be planned. But they do not, so other means have had to be found. 

* There have been a number of one-off occasions when joint activity takes place - 
an OXFAM ball, a hunger lunch, a One World Week event, a joint Traidcraft 
fashion show are examples, good in themselves and useful building blocks in 
developing co-operation.
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* There have been various joint church services. These are often a feature of One 
World Week. A more serious commitment to a ‘political’ cause - the banning of 
anti-personnel landmines - was seen when a J and P group organised a special 
service just before the meeting of the inhumane Weapons Convention. The other 
local churches were invited to speak of their own church's support for the ban as 
part of the service.

________________________________________

Lord, we pray that we may reflect your light.
May we reach out and embrace your children;
those around us today, those living in poverty,
those who are oppressed because of their race or
religion, and those who are lonely or frightened.
Enfold all your children in the arms of your love
and fulfil your purpose that we may be one.
(From a service for Christian Unity).
________________________________________

* A stage further on is a joint project, such as the three churches project on the Fair 
Deal for Third World workers campaign and similar planned action in at least two 
parishes on the debt issue. Here one is building on the co-operation between 
CAFOD, Christian Aid and the other aid agencies at national level, so that material 
can be drawn from a common pool and used freely in all the churches involved. 
Similar action was taken in at least one parish during the landmines campaign, with
CAFOD landmine cards and various petitions being signed at three local churches 
including our own. This type of project can have logistical and co-ordination 
problems, but in principle is quite practicable.

* A different kind of joint action, in which the churches worked together over a 
period, arose from the formation of the Dover and Deal Asylum Seekers Support 
Group, initiated by the J and P groups in the area, but soon attracting the attention 
of the other churches and their commitment to the work. This project also involved 
co-operation with non-Christian faiths. Here one may expect a real growth in the 
relationship between the churches which will be carried into later activities.

* In yet another example, at least one group has members from other churches. 
Initially these were Anglicans married to Catholics who attended Mass with the 
family and they were comfortable with a mainly parish-focused programme. 
Subsequently someone who belonged to the local Methodist church joined the 
group - in the absence of an equivalent group in her own church. This group had 
worked with the other churches before in One World Week and on landmines, but 
the new situation presented extra challenges. The group thinks it should maintain its
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basic parish orientation, so established programmes for CAFOD and the link with a
Nicaraguan parish continue, but it has developed two more joint churches projects 
(Fair Deal and International Debt) and it has also found that other activities can be 
shared successfully. For example, in the Clean Investment Campaign, a Catholic 
member is corresponding with Catholic investors, while the Methodist member is 
tackling her own church organisations. For the 1997 annual parish novena - praying
for peace in Israel / Palestine - the Methodist member provided much of the 
material for the parish exhibit and took the suggested prayer to say daily at home.

What of the future?
What we are seeing is a spontaneous development of ecumenical activity, on a case 
by case basis, to some extent making up the rules as we go along. The groups 
involved want to do more - and do it better - because it advances the cause of the 
poor, of justice and of peace. Do we need formal rules? I do not think it will be 
helpful to rush into these. We do need to share our experience, so as to learn from 
one another. We may also need to explore together whether it is enough to make 
informal relationships with individuals from other churches for particular purposes 
or if we need to develop more formal machinery between our local churches to 
move this kind of co-operation forward.

From Canon Law

67



SOME USEFUL TIPS

No J&P group can possibly take on all these projects and activities. You have to 
'pick and mix' various activities according to the priorities that you judge and what 
is right for your group and parish at any one time. At the start we said that there was
no one way to run a group. But there are some tips that can be useful - not in any 
special order.

• Don't harass people for money. Give them a motive to give by telling them 
about the people who need our assistance and the reason in Christian terms 
why we should want to help. And then make it easy for parishioners to give, 
but don't press them.

• Make it possible for people to give money anonymously - for example, use 
CAFOD boxes or envelopes for a CAFOD appeal. People can then give large
or small amounts without feeling embarrassed or shamed. Not everyone can 
afford to give a lot. Try to make it clear how much you value the ‘widow's 
mite’ for the Christian love it represents.

• If you run a project to raise funds or collect recycled goods, make a point of 
reporting back to the parish as promptly as you can – in the Newsletter, on 
the notice board or whatever is your means of communication – how much 
you collected, where it has gone and who it will help. At the same time say 
thanks to all who gave.

• If you get a letter of thanks from the organisation you helped, put it – or an 
excerpt from it – in the Newsletter, notice board etc, so that the parish knows 
its help was appreciated.

• Try not to clutter up the parish space when you have a collection of goods. 
Clear the donated goods away regularly so as not to create unnecessary 
inconvenience. A good project can be spoiled if it is a source of irritation 
rather than quiet satisfaction.

• In the group, don't slip into letting a few people make all the decisions and do
all the interesting jobs. Share out the responsibility by funding out what each 
member feels most strongly about or what interests them and give that person
the job of organising that project.

• Try to see that the group does not seem to be a closed shop. It's surprising 
how easily this idea gets around even if unintended. Take every opportunity 
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you can to tell the parish that anyone can join and how much each person's 
contribution will be welcomed and valued.

• If you get new members, try to allocate a job to them as soon after they join 
as you can. Don't let them feel that they are left on the fringe and that nobody
cares whether they go or stay.

• Think about writing an annual report for the parishioners, showing what has 
been done during the year and giving them - not yourselves - the credit for 
the successes.

• Encourage group members to go to some 'external' events on Justice and 
Peace issues. For the individual, it is a way to experience the solidarity that 
exists across the Justice and Peace movement in all its aspects; and for the 
group it offers access to new knowledge and ideas.

• Try to find ways of involving the parish schools - children, staff and parents -
and keep in touch with local religious orders who often have links with poor 
areas at home and abroad.

• If one of your projects is a flop, don't be discouraged - it happens to all of us. 
Do a serious and honest post mortem in the group on what went wrong and 
learn from any mistakes or errors of judgement. Sometimes you learn more 
from your failures than your successes.

__________________________________________________

Lord, we ask you to help us to do the little things 
with as much care as if they were great things,
because of the Majesty of Jesus Christ who dwells within us;
and to do the great things as if they were small and easy, 
because of his all-powerfulness.       
(Thomas Merton)
__________________________________________________

An extensive array of links to the websites of
organisations mentioned here – and others – can be

found on the diocesan JPIC website.
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Contacting MPs and Others.

MPs can be contacted through constituency offices. Letters go to: House of Commons, 
Westminster, London SWIA 0AA. Tel: 0207 219 3000 - the Members’ number from which 
you will be put through to the MP's office). (To find their name, phone the House of 
Commons Information Office on 020 7219 4272.) 

Kent and Medway constituencies are: Ashford, Canterbury, Chatham and Aylesford, 
Dartford, Dover, Faversham and Mid Kent, Folkestone and Hythe, Gillingham, Gravesham, 
Maidstone and the Weald, Medway, Sevenoaks, Sittingbourne and Sheppey, Thanet North, 
Thanet South, Tonbridge and Malling, Tunbridge Wells.

Methods of contacting District and County Councillors, MPs, Peers and MEPs – and their 
names – can found on the website www.writetothem.com/ 

.. … … and also see material on the following pages … ...
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What Goes On In Parliament1

The Parliamentary Outreach Service www.parliament.uk/get-involved/ informs about the work of 
Parliament and how best to engage, encouraging greater engagement from the public by: 

 Delivering  free training to organisations or individuals to explain the work of Parliament 
 Showing how the public can get involved with legislative scrutiny 

Information Offices for the House of Commons and The House of Lords and their staff are a great 
source of information and answer questions. Information Officers can: 

 Answer your questions on how Parliament works 
 Provide free useful leaflets about Parliament 
 Help you to follow debates and legislation 

House of Commons: Tel: 020 7219 4272, email: hcinfo@parliament.uk 
House of Lords: Tel: 0207219 3107, email: hlinfo@parliament.uk 

You need to know about parliament and know your MP 
 Know your MP – find out who at  www.findyourmp.parliament.uk 
 Use the unofficial website which indicates how your MP has voted:  www.theyworkforyou.com 
 You can email, telephone or write to MPs or Members of House of Lords using information at 

www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/ (Remember to include your name and contact details )
 Or use the unofficial website:  www.writetothem.com. You find your MP (and all other representatives) 

through your postcode, and then there is a space for you to write a letter via the website directly. 
  Speak to your MP at a local surgery – find details in your local paper or on your MP’s website. 

MPs do not have a duty to people in other constituencies, but MPs with a special interest in your
subject will probably respond. 

Select Committees 
Select Committees discuss and scrutinise many issues, and their chairs are powerful as they are elected 
by the House of Commons. The Home Affairs Select Committee and Public Accounts Committee are 
interested in poverty issues. They involve party members in the same proportions as elected. They: 

 Hold inquiries on current issues of concern raised with them 
 Call for evidence, written and oral 
 Publish reports to which the government has to respond within 60 days 
 Call anyone for questioning, including Ministers 
 Recommend a debate in the Commons 

All Party Parliamentary Groups 
 Members of all parties join to discuss a particular area of interest from a broad range of subjects. 

There is a full list of groups on www.parliament.uk/about/mps-and-lords/members/apg 
 There are plans to produce a list of MPs classified by interest. 

Petitions 
 You can submit a public petition to your MP 
 The MP can present it formally in the chamber 
 There is a guide on the website  www.parliament.uk (or ring information offices, details above) 

Parliamentary Question or debate – you can 
 Request your MP or a peer to ask a question in the chamber or ask a written question 

1 The following information is taken from the excellent 2015 publication by the National Board of Catholic Women 
(NBCW), 'Women and Poverty: a Toolkit', available at www.csan.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/NBCW-
Poverty-Project-Toolkit.pdf

71



 Ask your MP for an adjournment debate – if successful, a government minister must respond 

Amendments – you can 
 suggest changes to Bills – contact your MP (or, if the bill is going to the Lords, a peer) 

Early Day Motions (EDMs) 
EDMs are formal motions submitted for Commons debate; however very few are actually debated. But 
what EDMs do is allow MPs to demonstrate support for a cause, or urge a course of action. While not all 
MPs like them, some seeing them as a form of ‘graffiti’, they can be very useful. 

 Used to raise the profile of an issue 
 But rarely result in debate 
 You can ask your MP to post one or sign one 
 Even write it yourself – use conventional wording – and ask a sympathetic MP to take it up

Public Bill Committee – you can 
 submit written evidence to any Commons committee looking at a Bill 
 ask for your views or those of your organisation to be considered in oral evidence 

What your MP can do 
 Ask question at Prime Minister’s Question time (PMQ) any Wednesday 
 Send a written question to a minister 
 Support an EDM (you could write it) 
 Refer your issue to a select committee 
 Enter a ballot for 10 minute rule bill 
 Enter a ballot for an adjournment debate 
  Take a Petition to the House of Commons 

Lobbying and other ways you can have influence 
 Know what your  local council is responsible for e.g. does it have a Welfare Reform Department 

responsible for decisions on the benefits cap and the bedroom tax, housing benefit, social fund? If not 
where are these decisions taken? 

 Ask for information from a local authority or any public body under a Freedom of Information (FoI) 
request (e.g. ask your council how many people have moved because of the bedroom tax) 

 Know your local councillors. Do any attend your church? Find out when /where they hold their 
surgeries. Write to them - www.writetothem.com gives details of councillors if you put in your postcode. 

 Media – local papers will publish letters or an article about your issues 
 Direct action – join a campaign or a demonstration 
 E-petitions – there are many on the internet about poverty e.g.  38 degrees, change.org 
 Contact MEPs (Members of the European Parliament). Again, find yours at:  www.writetothem.com or 

use the official website: www.europarl.org.uk/en/your_meps.htm 

More on Parliament: Work and history of Parliament: www.parliament.uk; Calendar of parliamentary 
business: www.services.parliament.uk/calendar; Work of committees: 
www.parliament.uk/business/committees; Bills going through parliament: 
www.services.parliament.uk/bills; Live coverage of parliament, plus archive: www.parliamentlive.tv; 
Parliamentary news: www.parliament.uk/news; Parliamentary Outreach (free training sessions, regional 
events): www.parliament.uk/outreach; Find your MP: www.findyourmp.parliament.uk; 
More on Local Government: Functions of local government: www.goodgovernance.org 

Lots on the European Union at www.europa.eu 
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GETTING STARTED – SOME IDEAS 
FROM THE SOUTHWARK JPIC ASSEMBLY, SPRING 2015 

Begin with the ‘personal approach’ – if encountering difficulties, try to define the 
issues differently, as people can sometimes see ‘Justice and Peace’ as left-
wing and radical. Begin with ‘church supported’ issues e.g. CAFOD, Pax 
Christi, JRS – first, brief the parish priest (gently) about the issue and your 
ideas for promoting it. Offer activities AND offer to do ALL the organisation.

Offer your parish priest input to existing parish groups  – e.g. RCIA has one 
module of Social Justice, and it is also part of Confirmation preparation; offer 
help with youth group (consider using ‘Training for Transformation’ or Young 
Christian Worker programmes) – offer talks to groups such as UCM or CWL 
(who may be particularly interested in CAFOD, on helping homeless and in 
Jesuit Refugee Service work on refugees). SVP have great resource “Mini-
Vinnies – for 7-11 yr olds.

Use parish ‘get-togethers’ to raise issues – e.g. run a stall at the fête, possibly 
with card-signing for a campaign; use parish meetings: have a table exercise to 
discuss an issue, e.g. needs in the community and how local parishes can 
contribute, with a plenary and suggestions for action.

Liturgies – offer to provide these for different occasions: current events in the 
news, e.g. vigils for victims of natural disasters and conflicts; CAFOD Lent and 
Harvest Fast Days; Pax Christi Lenten actions; persecuted Christians in Middle 
East. Perhaps offer the parish priest a different theme and liturgy for each week 
in Lent and Advent. There are loads of resources from different organisations 
(Aid to the Church in Need  is just one of  them) – including prayers and display 
material. Use more traditional liturgies and resources to raise less traditional 
issues.

Guest speakers - ask your parish priest if you can invite outside speakers for 
events, even to lead reflections, day retreats etc. – these are usually very 
inspiring and can offer ideas for follow-up with concrete actions on issues.

Deaneries – deanery meetings usually have outside speakers – offer a 
presentation on an issue that parishes might like to become involved with, or 
arrange a speaker from e.g. CAFOD, JRS, Pax Christi etc. Possibly form links 
with other J&P groups across the deanery. For example, Greenwich Deanery 
has had input on training and followed this by investigating social justice 
issues.

Ecumenical J&P groups – depending on the area, these can often be very 
vibrant –  e.g. URC ‘Church Mission in the World and Society'. Your own group 
could link with other churches, also linking in the whole parish.
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Prayers for Peace from Many Faith Traditions.

Baha’i: O People of Justice, let the brightness of the fire of your love fuse and unify the contending peoples and 
kindreds of the earth.

Buddhist: May we, living rightly, come to know Truth, that, abiding in peace, we may bring peace to all beings; for 
everything is changing, nothing is our own, and not seeing clearly we perpetuate the disease of the world.

Christian: O Lord, you love justice and you establish peace on earth. Send your Spirit and renew the face of the 
earth; teach us to be compassionate towards the whole human family; strengthen the will of all those who fight for 
justice and for peace, and give us that peace which the world cannot give.

Confucian: First there must be order and harmony within your own heart. Only then can there be peace and 
harmony in the world.

Hindu: Oh God, lead us from the unreal to the Real, from darkness to light, from death to immortality. God’s peace, 
peace, peace to all.

Jain: Let the whole universe be blessed, let all beings be engaged in one another’s well being. Let all weaknesses, 
sickness and faults be diminished and vanish. Let everyone, everywhere, be blissful and at peace.

Jewish: May it be your will, Eternal One, our God, God of our ancestors, that wars and bloodshed be abolished 
from the world, and bring into the world a great and wonderful and lasting peace. And let no nation lift up sword 
against nation – let them learn no more the ways of war!

Muslim: In the name of Allah, the beneficent, the merciful, praise be to the Lord of the Universe who has created us
and made us into tribes and nations that we may know each other, not that we may despise each other. If the 
enemy incline towards peace, do thou also incline towards peace, and trust God, for the Lord is the one that heareth
and knoweth all things. 

Native African: Almighty God, the Great Thumb we cannot evade to tie any knot; the Roaring Thunder that splits 
mighty trees: the all-seeing Lord up on high who sees even the footprints of an antelope on a rockmass here on 
Earth. You are the one who does not hesitate to respond to our call. You are the cornerstone of peace.

Native American: O Great Spirit of our Ancestors, I raise my pipe to you. Give us the wisdom to teach our children 
to love, to respect and to be kind to each other, so that they may grow with peace in mind. Let us learn to share all 
the good things you provide for us on this Earth.

Shinto: Although the people living across the ocean surrounding us are, I believe, all our brothers and sisters, why 
are there constant troubles in this world? Why do winds and waves rise in the ocean surrounding us? I only 
earnestly wish that the wind will soon puff away all the clouds which are hanging over the tops of the mountains.”

Sikh: In peace while up and standing, in peace even when seated: this realisation makes me fearless. Our Ruler, 
the Lord, is our Protector, knowing all that is in our hearts. I sleep without anxiety and wake up without anxiety.

Sufi: Guide of all people, God of all deities, Lord of all angels, we pray you to dispel the mists of illusion from the 
hearts of the nations and lift their lives by your all-sufficient power, your ever shining light, your everlasting life, your 
heavenly joy and your perfect peace.

Taoist: The peace of one individual is small. The peace of many people together is big. When we see ourselves as 
separate from our community and from nature, then violence and strife arise. It is only when we understand our part
in an overall unity that there is the possibility of peace on a large scale.

Zoroastrian: Inspire us O Wise Lord, to live in mutual understanding and trust and peace. We are all brothers and 
sisters belonging to one great human family and we are children of one Father. O wise Lord, teach us to live as 
comrades, all in willing fellowship and loving fraternity, in brotherly and sisterly helpfulness and co-operation.

More information from: 
Secretary, Medway Inter Faith Action – www.MedwayInterFaith.org.uk. Tel: 01634 864179 
(info@medwayinterfaith.org.uk). 
'Meeting God in Friend & Stranger' – a teaching document from the Catholic Bishops' Conference.
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CAFOD Southwark
Eileen Hayes & Sarah Cadwallader

St Catherine’s Cottage, Bishop Challoner School, 
228 Bromley Road, Shortlands, Kent BR2 0AB. 

Tel: 0208 466 9901. Mob. 07775 704 546.

Email: southwark@cafod.org  
Blog: cafodsouthwark.wordpress.com  

CAFOD SOUTHWARK

St. Catherine’s Cottage, Bishop Challoner School, 
228 Bromley Road, Shortlands, Kent BR2 0AB.

Tel: 02084 66 99 01;       Mob: 07775 704 546.
E-mail: southwark@cafod.org.uk 

Blog: cafodsouthwark@wordpress.com 


	Experience in developing countries allows missioners to bear witness on many topics. Notably, the Columbans produce a newsletter, Vocation for Justice, three times a year, with excellent coverage of current issues that link home and abroad.
	Address:
	Columban Missionaries (Missionary Society of St. Columban – British Region), JPIC Office, St. Joseph’s,Watford Way, Hendon, London NW4 4TY. Tel. 020 8202 2555
	Environment and ecology

	The livesimply award (inspired by the papal letter Populorum Progressio) recognises parishes that put faith into action. It challenges us to live simply and sustainably with creation, and in solidarity with people in poverty. A parish must demonstrate ways in which it practices these principles:

