
‘When I cried to the Lord.  He heard my voice: He rescued me from those who attack me.’  Psalm 55 

‘FAITH FILLED FRIENDS’ 

SAVE THE DATE!  

 Southwark Justice and Peace  

 Westminster Justice and Peace  

 with support from Seeking Sanctuary  
 

Invite you to a day to discuss, reflect and 
exchange experience of  

 
Working to improve our welcome for exiles  
 

CHRISTIANS WORKING  
IN SOLIDARITY  

ACROSS THE CHANNEL 
 

Welcoming and Accompanying Exiles  
at our Borders  

 
At St Paul’s RC Church, Maison Dieu Road,  

Dover CT16 1RU  
 

Saturday October 20th 11am to 4pm  
Arrival from 10.30hrs, buffet served 13.00hrs 

 
With a walk to pray at the memorial plaques  

on Dover sea front  
for migrants who have died trying to reach the UK 

 
 

To register your interest email 
office@southwarkjandp.co.uk 

Thank you to everyone who attended 

our SPRING ASSEMBLY back in June.  We appreciate 
your input and the time you spent with us to ensure the 
Assembly went well.  It was of great benefit to have the 
experience and guidance you all brought to the event.  
 
Our thanks also go to the speakers and members of the 
panel who gave up their time.  We have collated a lot of 
recommendations and useful directives, and are 
currently working on incorporating as many as possible 
to formulate the Environmental Policy for the 
Archdiocese of Southwark. 

Fr Habte  
Chairperson for  

JPIC Commission  
on behalf of the 

Archdiocese of Southwark   

RESENTMENT VERSUS RECOGNITION 
 

Recent film reports describe a situation that has been 
around for more than a year, but previously ignored by 
much of the UK media. Reports depict a town overcome 
by the arrival of migrants, chasing lorries at a port in 
France in attempts to reach British shores. Much the 
same goes for all Channel ports from Flushing to Bilbao, 
plus the places inland - as far as Brussels - where lorries 
stop off on their way to the coast. The difference is at 
Calais there is the presence of a larger number of exiles 
- at least 500 in the town itself - plus hundreds of 
"imported" riot police. 
 
Our day of conversations in Dover on 20 October, (Save 
the Date) among other things, will endeavour to find 
out more about the concerns of local residents. Calais is 
in a region deprived of investment in jobs to replace 
those formerly provised by lost heavy industries. A place 
where politicians compete for votes with the nationalist 
parties, which have made significant inroads over recent 
years across Europe.  
 
Efforts to support strangers are often resented. 
 

continues overleaf 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

exposed. We desperately need changes in policy, as 
Pope Francis keeps saying, and the pending UN 
Global Compacts on migrants and refugees (the topic 
of the "Share the Journey" campaign) may open a 
way forward. Our current asylum laws were written a 
long time ago in a different world where there were a 
far smaller number of refugees fleeing conflict, little 
recognition of internal persecution, and no 
environmental refugees. They are no longer fit for 
purpose. Governments must address this and help 
people to come to terms with it. We could probably 
use some of the enthusiastic cricketers from 
Afghanistan where the game has been played since 
the mid-19th century! 
 
The greatest concerns, of course, are for the 
vulnerable, who can easily be attracted into the hands 
of traffickers who use generally dangerous unsuitable 
boats for the crossing, unlike the people smugglers, 
who transport those who can afford their services, 
paying lorry drivers to hide them for the passage to 
the UK. 
 

P. Kerton    
https://seekingsanctuary.weebly.com 

Resentment versus Recognition continued  

 
In an interview in the report tells the astounding story of 
Carole Molesey who gave up her job with a top 
accounting firm Ernst and Young 3 years ago and has 
since been based in Calais supplying humanitarian 
needs across a wide area and trying to establish a little 
dignity in the lives of the individuals she serves. 
 
"These are not people who have come here by choice 
to take advantage of our generosity. That's a caricature. 
Who would go through what they've gone through – 
terror, bereavement, loss of all their possessions – 
unless their lives depended on it? They're here because 
existence is impossible back home. Whether it's war, 
violent extremism or social exclusion whether it's Syria 
or Afghanistan, they have no choice," she affirms. 
 
Lorry drivers caught up in this of course deserve our 
sympathy, though the vehicles shown in the film appear 
to be remarkably vulnerable. Carriers operating through 
Calais have fitted superior security measures. I travelled 
through Ouistreham about five years ago before the 
number of people fleeing Africa an the Middle East 
swelled, and port security - like that of the lorries - does 
not appear to have been upgraded to cater for the new 
situation.  
 
Like many, you may believe that they have a choice of 
claiming asylum in France. Apart from the ill treatment 
that most have already received at the hands of the 
French authorities, it is not an attractive option and not 
much is done to explain how to enter the system. There 
are just a few agencies like Secours Catholique who 
offer advice and accompaniment. (Claims must be 
made in French and delivered in person to one of few 
relevant regional offices - as at Lille, in the case of 
Calais - however travellers face a high probability of 
arrest as they attempt delivery.) 
 
The fact is that people of African origin have, by and 
large, been treated as second or third class citizens in 
France since the time of the Algerian war of 
independence, which ended 50 years ago. Additionally, 
the success rate for asylum applications in France is 
only 17%. 
 
People have to be on UK soil before they can apply for 
asylum here, and over half of them (eventually) 
succeed, frequently joining the established family 
members who have attracted them to choose this 
destination. Prior to the 2003 Anglo-French  
Le Touquet Agreement (setting up border controls in 
each other's ports), UK passport control was based in 
our Channel ports. Dover, in particular, received very 
many asylum applications, typically from Eastern and 
Central Europeans who had slipped on to coaches 
coming from places like Warsaw. People waiting for 
decisions were stuck in run-down B&Bs on the 
Folkestone road at night and left to wander the streets 
by day, attracting much adverse comment and  but the 
Home Office prefers to keep things difficult, in line with 
its culture of hostility. 
 
We now live in a globalised world and the fragility of the 
frontiers drawn by former colonial powers has been 

POPE FRANCIS’ VISIT  
TO THE BALTIC STATES 

 

The Vatican made public the 
programme for Pope Francis’ 
Apostolic visit to the three Baltic 
countries of Lithuania, Latvia and 
Estonia between the 22nd and the 
25th September. 
 
All the Baltic states were under 

Russian and German occupation during WWII and 
Soviet Rule until the 1980’s.  All too were visited by St. 
Pope John Paul II 25 years ago bringing new life to the 
Church following decades of state 
atheism. 
 
Pope Francis first travels to Vilnius, 
the City of Mercy in Lithuania, a 
country where 77% of the population 
is Catholic.  It was here St Faustina 
wrote her diary, received the Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy from Jesus and where 
Blessed Fr Michal Sopocko first 
proclaimed the message of Divine 
Mercy.  Pope Francis will visit the 
Shrine and image of the Mother of 
Divine Mercy meeting with young 
people at the Cathedral.  
 

www.divinemercy.org/index.php/divine-mercy-
pilgrimage/171-divine-mercy-pilgrimage-to-vilnius-city-of-
divine-mercy.html 
 

The following day the Pope journeys to Latvia known 
as The Earth of Mary to the capital city of Riga where 
Our Lady of Sorrows Church stands.  He then goes to 
the Basilica of Our Lady of Algone dedicated to Our 
Lady of the Assumption before making his way to the 
Basilica of St James, meeting the country’s Bishops 
and President along the way. 

The Monument of 
the 3 Crosses,   

Lithuania 



 "Combating Modern Slavery  
in our Communities"   

Presentation by  

Fr MARK ODION  
of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 

 

Saturday 22nd September  
start at 10:45 am 

Parish Hall of  
 St Augustine's Church,  

Crescent Rd, Tunbridge Wells 
TN1 2LY  

(opposite multi story car park) 
 

Fr. Mark will be highlighting the work 
undertaken in response to this worldwide 

scandal particularly by the Santa Marta Group.  
 

The Santa Marta Group is an alliance of various 
Churches, Police Agencies and International 

organisations from around the world working 
together with civil society in a process endorsed 
by Pope Francis, to eradicate human trafficking 

and modern day slavery. The Group is led by  
His Excellency Cardinal Vincent Nichols, 

Archbishop of Westminster. 
 

The Pope describes trafficking as ".. an open 
wound on the body of contemporary society".  

 
Latest official UK estimates have 13,000 victims 
unofficial estimates are well over double this.  

In 2010 the estimates for the EU were 800,000 
victims latest figures put this at 1,200,000. The 

main outlets for the victims are sexual 
exploitation 70% (80% female, 20%male) and 
forced labour 30% (90% male, 10% female). 

 

Before the formation of this group little joined 
together work had gone on previously by 

governments and agencies across the globe. By 
bringing pressure to bear on politicians this has 

changed.  
 

Also as individuals we can change this, so 
please join us to learn more about how to 

tackle this scourge ongoing in our society and 
how we can perhaps help in small and large 

ways. 

 

THE HOLY 
EUCHARIST  

 

NEVER MORE 
NEEDED THAN  

TODAY 
 
 
 

A gathering of clergy, religious and laity from 
across the Archdiocese of Southwark will come 
together in Liverpool with thousands of others 
to join the first National Eucharistic Congress in 
England and Wales for 100 years. 
 
If you are unable to travel to Liverpool but want 
to be part of the local pilgrimage the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, Mass and Adoration will be 
taking place at the same time across the dio-
cese. 
 
To find out where services are being held in 
your area please go to  
www.rcsouwark.co.uk/2018Eucharist.htm#Ga
thering 

St Georges Cathedral   
Sat 8th Sept 11.15am to 12.15pm 

Holy Hour and Confession 
 
Alternatively you may like to view the live 
streamed events by the Centre for Catholic  
Formation at www.ccftootingbec.org.uk or on  
Shalom TV at www.shalomworldtv.org/live 

In Estonia 75% 
of the 
population were 
nonreligious 
after the fall of 
the Soviet Union 
but now society  
here is stronger 
and more stable 
than ever 

before.  Today their young people want to 
learn more about the Catholic Church and 
dream of serving at Mass with the Pope in 
Freedom Square (above). 
www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2018-07/pope-
francis-baltics-visit-programme.html 



THE JOURNEY TOGETHER IN  
COMMUNION AND  

COMMUNITY  
 

It is over two years since we saw the picture of 
little Alanyn Kurdi which moved so many 
people and made us ask ‘What can we do?’.  
Pope Francis set us a challenge when he called 
for every parish in Europe to care for a Syrian 
family.  Our government’s response to the 
crisis was to offer to take 20,000 refugees by 
2020 under the Syrian Vulnerable Persons 
Resettlement Scheme (SVPRS).  The refugees  
were families living outside of Europe in 
Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey.  Based on the 
experience of ‘private sponsorship’ in Canada, 
in July 2016 the then Home Secretary 
announced a new strand to the scheme: 
Community Sponsorship, whereby faith groups 
and community groups could apply to the 
Home Office to be recognised as community 
sponsors and take the responsibility for 
resettling a family. 
 

Having spoken at a local deanery meeting a 
group of 14 volunteers from almost all the 
parishes in the deanery formed a group.  We 
met regularly over the next 9 months studying 
documents on the Home Office website which 
mapped out the requirements and provided 
templates to work through and plan how we 
could achieve success to register as a 
community sponsor. 
 

See: www.gov.uk/government/publications/
apply-for-full-community-sponsorship 
 

A sponsorship groups needs to be a charity or 
linked to a charity, raise £9000 and find an 
affordable rental property. Finding a suitable 
property proved particularly difficult in the 
London area where rents are far higher than 
Housing Benefit.  The group has to have the 
support and consent of the Local Authority.  It 
is important to be aware the Local Authority 
can not provide the housing but are able to 
assist by providing information about local 
school places, likely housing associations, ESOL 
provision etc. 
 

In this case the local bishop gave his support 
and suggested the scheme be explained to the 
priest of the deanery.  They in turn offered  

 support by donating money from parish 
funds—not  a second collection. 
 

Generous donations also came via an afternoon 
tea fundraising event attended by 100 people.  
One junior schools organised a cake sale and 
raised £200.  The support of the diocese was 
critical to signing the sponsorship agreement 
with the Home Office for two years. 
 

Home Office staff visited the group giving 
application approval in February this year.  A 
family was ‘matched’ by the UNHCR.  The 
family is selected to match the accommodation 
offered and the provision of school places.   
 

Three months later we met our young family of 
5 at the airport having exchange photographs 
beforehand. Members of the sponsorship 
group took on a whole range of tasks from 
furnishing the house, collecting household 
goods and toys, registering the family with 
doctors, dentist, schools, organising benefits, 
language classes, finding interpreters, bus 
journeys, shopping trips, outings to the park, 
visit to the mosque, eventually leading to 
arranging work experience and finding 
employment.   
 

The commitment it resettle a family is 
challenging but so worth while. 
 

Caritas Social Action Network (CSAN) have a 
dedicated worker encouraging more Catholic 
communities to become Community Sponsors.  
See www.caritassalford.org.uk/service-view/
community-sponsorship-of-refugees/ 

 

Community Sponsorship Project Manager 

The National Mass of Thanksgiving  
for the canonisation of  

Archbishop Oscar Romero  
Is Saturday 3rd November  

from 12.30 to 2pm at St George’s Cathedral.   
Main celebrant: Archbishop Peter Smith  
Homily by Archbishop Bernard Longley 

Hosted by the Archbishop Oscar Romero Trust  
All are welcome.  

 
The two hour canonization ceremony of Archbishop 
Romero and five other future saints including Pope 
Paul Vi takes place during an open air Mass in Rome 
on Sunday 14th October. 



CALLING US TO ACTION 
 

The Environment Group at Sacred Heart parish, 
Wimbledon held a screening of the film  
GLOBAL HEALING on the World Day of Prayer for 
Creation.  Could your parish do something 
similar? For resources go to 
www.ourcommonhome.co.uk  
 

The JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE is on the look out for  a LEGAL OFFICER  to work on a fixed term contact of  
18 months possibly longer.  Applicants need to be experienced in immigration law to work for the 
protection of refugees and human rights.  Work will also include some supervision of a small legal team. 
Salary information and full job description can be found at jrsuk.net/legal-officer/ 

 

LONDON CHURCHES SOCIAL ACTION ‘How to start a Memory Café’ on Tuesday 11th September  
11am to 1.30pm in support of older people. At the Anglican Church of St Andrew by the Wardrobe,  
St Andrew’s Hill & Queen Victoria  Street, London EC4V 5DE. All are welcome. 
 

is seeking a Director for 2019 to be responsible for developing, implementing and 
coordinating the work of Pax Christi in Britain taking forward its strategic plan to 
2022 and beyond.   Details at  http://paxchristi.org.uk/about-us/work-for-us/  

Closing date: 15th September 2018 
 
 
 

SOUTHWARK INTER FAITH WALK in Lambeth 15 September 2018  
 

10.00 - 10.30  St Mary’s Catholic Church 
    8 Clapham Park Road, London SW4 7AP 
10.45 - 11.15  Clapham Methodist Church 
    121 High Street, London SW4 7JR 
11.45 - 12.15  Stockwell Green Islamic Centre 
    35 Stockwell Green London SW9 9HZ 
12.30 - 13.00  SGI Nichiren Buddhist Centre 
    1 Bernays Grove, London SW9 8D 

Each year HOUSING JUSTICE organise an 
Annual Service of Commemoration to 
remember those who have passed away having 
experienced #homelessness. This year's service 
will take place on Thursday 8th November at 
11.00am at St Martin-in-the-fields. Join us 
there and help spread the word.  
 

STATE, SOCIETY AND THE COMMON GOOD  
Our next debate will address the relationship 
between the State and the Family and take 
place on 8 November 2018 at St Mary's 
Church, Putney in London. More info to 
follow. 
 

Got to https://www.thetablet.co.uk/events 
for details on an evening with CHRIS PATTEN 
on Wednesday 14th November as he explores 
themes of politics and identity in First 
Confession: A sort of Memoir.  Tickets £35-
£45 

PEOPLES WALK  
FOR WILDLIFE 

22nd September 2018 
 

Calling all those concerned 
about the conservation of 

British wildlife. 
 

Join Chris Packham and  
members of Southwark JPIC  
for the first family friendly  
PEOPLE’S WALK FOR WILDLIFE  
from 10am to 2pm. 
Go to www.chrispackham.co.uk/

the-peoples-walk-for-wildlife for 
lots of interesting information  

Are you ready for the CAFOD   

Family Fast Day on Friday  

5th October  

 

Visit https://cafod.org.uk/

Volunteer/CAFOD-in-your-area/

Southwark 

http://paxchristi.org.uk/about-us/work-for-us/
https://twitter.com/i/redirect?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D%2523homelessness%26cn%3DZmxleGlibGVfcmVjcw%253D%253D%26refsrc%3Demail&t=1+1534321025508&cn=ZmxleGlibGVfcmVjcw%3D%3D&sig=fa1813e58aaaf18ad2984977114945e4a6d7ad2e&iid=1a10f0b0274b4328a
http://www.chrispackham.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Wildlife-Needs-You-Owl-1.pdf

