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The Southwark Justice, Peace and Integrity of 
Creation Commission’s Spring Assembly was held 
at Aylesford Priory on Saturday 22nd May.  
Fr. Michael Scanlon, Chair of the Commission,  
welcomed members of Justice & Peace groups 
and organisations involved in the day from across 
the diocese. We were also delighted to have Bishop 
Pat Lynch join us until lunch, when he had to leave 
for another engagement. 

 

The meeting started with a lively table discussion 
which resulted in some interesting feedback,  
facilitated by Phil Kerton. 
 

Topics causing particular concern were: 
• Immigration & sanctuary seekers  
• Ageism in Society 
• The position of women in Society 
• Lack of youth in church—we need to reach 

out and encourage youth leaders 
• Climate change  

 
Parish groups reported on events they had run,  
particularly mentions were made of meetings  
involving speakers from other faiths organised to 
widen our knowledge and encourage  

understanding.  Several also mentioned their  
involvement in promoting FairTrade and Traidcraft 
products. 
 
Bishop Pat summed up the session, encouraging 
us to keep our parishes focussed on social justice 
issues.  He welcomed the political parties manifesto 
commitments to spend 0.7% of national income on 
aid by 2013 and also the immediate commitment to 
end detention of children of sanctuary seekers but 
reminded us to keep alert and ensure that both 
these commitments are met promptly. 

Grassroots Social Justice 
Guest Speaker—John Battle 

Our first speaker was 
Jimena Larraquivel, a 
CAFOD volunteer from 
Wandsworth parish.  
Jimena gave various  

examples of “Grassroots” from grassroots politics to 
the “Grassroots Soccer” which uses the power of 
soccer to help the fight against HIV / AIDS through-
out Africa. 
 

Jimena’s work concen-
trates on organising 
events, giving talks in local 
parishes on subjects such 
as climate change, working 
with youth and supporting 
her parish priest. 
 

She also emphasised the 
need to concentrate on  
essentials; focus on Jesus 
and on Catholic Social 
Teaching.  Bring Jesus into 
peoples lives and hopefully 
move away from comments she reported from one 
child “Jesus was like from a different planet miss, 
wasn’t he?” 
 

Through her work the grassroots are getting 
stronger and the grass is getting greener. 



An additional speaker was John Berry, Provincial 
Delegate to the Third Order of Carmelites, some 
of whose members had joined us for the day. 
 
John spoke of their work with Justice & Peace 
issues through their formation programme and 
Assumption magazine.  Every two years an or-
ganisation working in a field such as human traf-
ficking is supported and the order has represen-
tation at the United Nations through the NGO 
forum on social justice. 
—————————————————————-- 

Paula Conrad let us know 
about Ascent which is an inter-
national, lay movement for 
those in their middle to later 
years.  Their precepts: Spiritu-
ality, Friendship, Mission.  
Ascent was founded in France 

to show that people have a special vocation and 
role to play in later life.  
 
Parish based. Members 
meet regularly to study the 
Word of God, discover 
what God is saying to 
them, share joys, concerns 
and friendship. Their mis-
sion is to impart wisdom, 
use prayer life, their gifts 
for family church,  
community and world. 
 
Ascent members also meet with other Ascent 
groups for special occasions, retreats and 
masses where friendships are enriched and 
spirituality developed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next speaker was Breda Ford from the 
Catholic Women’s League (CWL).  Founded in 
1906 with the aim of educating women and en-
couraging them to take an active role in the life 
of the Church the CWL has had a great impact. 
 
The two world wars brought the CWL into con-
tact with the armed services through their mobile 
canteens and this work carries on through their 
support of servicemen and their families. 
 
CWL was one of the mid-
wives which brought  
CAFOD into being and is 
active in raising funds.  
Closer to home they have 
a social welfare fund to 
enable elderly members to 
remain living independ-
ently for as long as possi-
ble and have a fund for 
refugees and asylum seek-
ers which receives 30 to 
50 applications per month. 
 
Other local work includes catechesis, visiting to 
homes and prisons and supporting soup runs. 

Rita McManus spoke 
on the history and 
work of Christian Life 
Communities.  
Founded by  
St Ignatius of Loyola 
the CLC had to 
change its ethos 

somewhat when Jesuits were oppressed in the 
18th century but the Ignatian character was fully 
restored by Pius XII in 1948.  “Good works are 
good works but better if supported by a life of 
prayer” 
 
The world federation, 
established in 1967, 
now covers over 60 
countries, working to 
struggle against poverty 
and injustice.  CLC 
members meet regularly 
in small groups to pray 
and share, supporting 
one another. They also 
organise holiday facilites 
for refugee families. 
 
Their philosophy:  See with the Eyes of God, 
Listen with the Ears of God, Live Simply. 

 

A Date for your diaries: 
Our Autumn Assembly  

will be held on  
Saturday 16th October 

at 
The Amigo Hall,  

St George’s Cathedral 
 

We are delighted to announce 
that Archbishop Peter Smith 
has agreed to be our speaker  



 

 

  

Our first speaker after lunch was Sean 
Mulligan from the Knights of St Columba. 
The Kinghts were founded in 1919 with 
the specific aims: 
• To help the Catholic Church 
• To assist the clergy 
• To fight for justice 
• Help fellow Catholics 
• To work for the community 
 
In 1919 the fight was against anti-Catholic discrimination, for example the 
Knights were instrumental in getting the law that Catholics could not own their 
own homes repealed. 
 
In the present day Knights are active in all aspects of parish life and in the run-
ning of Catholic schools.  Support is given to organisations like SPUC and to 
campaigns against euthanasia.  Young people have been supported to attend 
World Youth Days and members have undertaken stewarding task at major events including  
stewarding for Pope John Paul II’s Visit, guarding the body of Cardinal Basil Hume during his lying 
in state and stewarding at Archbishop Kevin’s and Archbishop Peter’s Inductions. 

Our next speaker was 
Winston Waller, a member 
of the Whitstable parish 
group of the St Vincent de 
Paul Society (SVP).  
Founded in 1833 by a 19 
year old student, Frederic 
Ozanam, who was  
challenged by anti-

Catholic students to “Show us your works” the 
SVP today has 750,000 members worldwide 
with 10,000 members in 1300 parishes in Eng-
land & Wales making a total of 625,000 person 
to person visits to the needy in their  
communities each year. 
 
The SVP mission calls 
on members to be  
generous with their time, 
their possessions and 
themselves  
providing support and 
friendship through  
person to person  
contact whilst respecting 
the dignity of those they 
help. 
 
Winston gave a  
summary of the comprehensive nature of the 
work of the Whitstable group which covered 
supporting single parent families and asylum 
seekers and giving assistance with utility bills, 
washing machines, cookers and housing needs; 
visiting ships in the harbour; visiting elderly at 
home, in hospital and in residential homes;  
organising outings and events and providing 
Christmas hampers. 

Our final speaker from the organisations  
represented was Emma Stradling from Young 
Christian Workers (YCW).  Active in 64 coun-
tries YCW is an organisation which enables16 
to 30 year olds to 
meet together  
regularly with a 
Chaplain or an Adult 
Companion to review 
their lives,  
“See, Judge, Act”. 
 
Through this process 
of reflection and  
action the YCW helps 
form young people to 
grow in confidence 
and responsibility  
using their skills and 
talents to the full.  They become 'leaders' in 
their own lives, making a positive contribution to 
society. The YCW also runs the Impact Pro-
gramme as a project for 13-17 years olds. 
 
YCW has run a series of campaigns each  
lasting 2 years.  The latest of these is “Dignity at 
Work” asking why young workers are treated 
unequally in pay and conditions.  The campaign 
calls on the Church, employers and civic  
leaders to give young people at least a  
minimum ‘living wage’ and to provide training 
both within employment and to support young 
people seeking work. 
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Our keynote speaker 
was John Battle.  John 
was the MP for Leeds 
West from 1987 until 
the recent election and 
was one of the found-
ing members of the 
Leeds Justice and 
Peace Commission in 
the 1970s. He held 
ministerial roles in the 
DTI and Foreign Office 
and was Tony Blair’s 
envoy to the Faith 
Communities 2001-2005.  He is a fellow of 
Blackfriars Hall, Oxford and a columnist for the 
Universe and Catholic Post. 
 
John started his talk by remarking on his  
pleasure at speaking in the New Barn saying that 
it reminded him of meeting together for a meal, 
possibly something from the Venerable Bede’s 
“Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation”.  He 
had been lifted by the presentations of the earlier 
speakers and felt proud that our Church was  
doing such great work. 
 
He said that he had often been told how terrible 
it must be to be Catholic and a Labour MP but 
that he drew strength from teachings like 
“Choosing the Common Good”.  
 
Quoting Caritas In Veritate “The complexity and 
gravity of the present economic situation rightly 
cause us concern, but we must adopt a realistic 
attitude as we take up with confidence and hope 
the new responsibilities to which we are called 
by the prospect of a world in need of profound 
cultural renewal, a world that needs to rediscover 
fundamental values on which to build a better 
future. The current crisis obliges us to re-plan 
our journey, to set ourselves new rules and to 
discover new forms of commitment, to build on 
positive experiences and to reject negative ones. 
The crisis thus becomes an opportunity for dis-
cernment, in which to shape a new vision for the 
future. In this spirit, with confidence rather than 
resignation, it is appropriate to address the diffi-
culties of the present time.” 

 
John quoted a question he provoked from a 
young man at a hustings.  When asked “what 
can I do for you?” the reply was “I’m a human  
being what are you going to do about it?”  Per-
haps this is the question we should ask our-
selves when faced with poverty or need. In our 
theology every person matters – we must fight 
for the rights of all and write nobody off.   

Coming from a multi-religious constituency,  
described by The Sun as “white van man land 
with Asians” John was able to give examples of 
how the conflicts of the world had landed at his 
door.  People can be isolated in a community so 
how can you build a basic caring community.  
We have a moral duty to meet and talk to our 
neighbours not just watch them. 
 
When it was discovered that the London bomb-
ers had come from his area of Leeds the police 
raided local houses and 500 families had to be 
evacuated.  John looked for them in the  
arranged school halls but found that most had 
been taken in by near neighbours, people who 
had probably hardly spoken before were pre-
pared to rally round in a time of need. 
 
With the advent of the internet is the future  
virtual or concrete?  The answer is that it must 
be concrete – we must build community locally.  
Instead of commercial “meals on wheels” can we 
not arrange for a local child carer to make meals 
for the elderly and disabled in their immediate 
locality?  What we need is not new politics it is a 
new social reality. 
 
Caritas in Veritate called for all to have the right 
to Life, Food, Water and Housing. One area in 
which the Church could help is to break the 
chains of mortgage reliance and promote and 
develop affordable rental property.  The UK has 
a higher level of owner occupancy than every 
country in the world except Indonesia, and there 
the homes are of a much simpler standard.  
—————————————————————-- 
 
After and interesting and 
thought provoking day we 
were sent on our way by a  
closing liturgy, which was 
especially arranged and 
played by Mike Lagrue.  
Working around the theme 
of the day Mike brought us 
to a inspiring conclusion 
with the final verse: 
 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Christ is in you 
The hope of glory in your heart 
He lives, He lives, His breath is in you 
Arise a mighty army 
We arise...We Arise...We Arise 


