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Our diocese is the latest to work on 

developing an environmental policy. 

Around 40 people gathered at St 

Mary's Roman Catholic Church in 

Croydon on Saturday 2nd June for a 

day named 'Laudato Si' - Responding to 
the Call of Pope Francis'. Lead by the 

Southwark Commission for Justice, Peace and the 

Integrity of Creation (JPIC). 

The day opened with Mass in the 

church celebrated by Bishop Pat Lynch, 

Auxiliary Bishop of Southwark, and 

concelebrated with Fr Michael Scanlon 

of the parish, Fr Habte, Chair of the J&P 

Commission, and Fr Mark Odion of the 

Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales.  This 

was followed by Fairtrade tea, coffee and biscuits in the 

parish hall, drunk from compostable cups which people 

were urged to hold on to for the day.  

A talk followed by Ellen Teague of the Columban JPIC 

team, who is a LiveSimply parish assessor and attended 

the recent launch in York of Middlesbrough Dioceses' 

environmental policy. She talked of the call for 'ecological 

conversion' and the imperative for action based on the 

signs of the times, theological underpinnings, and the 

church's social teaching.  Countries like Pakistan, North 

America and Kenya have experienced extreme and 

adverse temperatures way above their norm in recent 

months.  

Table discussions in groups (above) led to diocesan ideas 

including: working towards ethical investment, becoming 

Eco-sustainable cups made from fully renewable  
resources provided environmentally friendly 
alternatives to petro-chemical originated products.  The 
cups used at Assembly were put to further use before 
finally arriving at the compost heap adding nutrients 
back to the soil as they decompose. 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE ONE CUP AT A TIME  



a Fairtrade diocese and working towards being a living 

wage employer; celebrating the Day of Prayer for 

Creation on 1 September and Creation Time; supporting 

the Church's outreach to refugees and migrants and 

CAFOD's work with marginalised communities overseas.  

Promoting the Livesimply parish award was a priority, 

and linking sacraments with social justice/creation care. 

Formation for clergy and laity on Church's Social 

Teaching, including creation care and the studying of 

Laudato Si themes, was recommended. It was thought 

that the diocese is already on a renewable energy tariff. 

Individual parishioners are to be encouraged to work 

towards sustainable lifestyles - to reduce, reuse, repair, 

recycle and lessen their carbon footprints. Appreciating 

water and the natural world, plus looking into individual 

food consumption, energy use, and transport were all 

mentioned. 

 

The day rounded 

off with questions 

put to a panel 

from the National 

Justice and Peace 

Network 

Environment 

Working Group - 

Ellen Teague, 

Paul Kelly of 

Leeds Diocese 

and Ashley 

Ralston of 

Arundel and 

Brighton Diocese 

and Green 

Christian.  

At parish level, 

there was concern to incorporate environmental themes 

into liturgy and celebration, enhance biodiversity in 

parish grounds and work for justice, peace, and creation 

care as part of the mission of the parishes. Existing 

LiveSimply parishes in Southwark were commended - 

Lee, Petts Wood and Tunbridge Wells. Special study 

campaigns could be undertaken during Advent and Lent, 

especially the CAFOD and Columban study programmes 

on Laudato Si'. Outreach to Catholic schools on the 

encyclical and environmental challenges such as climate 

change would be a propriety. 

 

Three other dioceses - Hexham & Newcastle, Salford and 

Middlesbrough have environmental policies in place 

already.  Once completed our Arch diocese at Southwark 

is likely to be the fourth. A working group from the 

Southwark JPIC Commission is now taking the ideas 

gathered at the Assembly, forward to formulate the 

policy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr Habte concluded the day by leading participants in  

the Prayer of St Francis. 

Report taken from ICN article 4th July by E. Teague  

 
THANK YOU TO all those who took part in making this 
an informative and enjoyable day.  We are grateful for 
the ideas generated and can now start on the next 
phase of compiling the diocesan environmental policy.  
We hope to keep you informed of progress in future 
newsletters. 

Two of the panelists 
Paul Kelly and  Ellen Teague  

(Left) the  
sacred  

Prayer of  
St Francis as  

displayed at the 
Museum of the 

Basilica of  
St Francis,  

Umbria 



WORLD DAY OF CREATION  

Pope Francis asks us to pray for the care and 

protection of creation, setting aside the 1st 

September every year.  

On the 6th August 2015, the Feast of the 

Transfiguration of the Lord, Pope Francis 

established the World Day of Prayer for the 

Care of Creation, to be celebrated annually on 

the 1st September.  In a letter, he instructed  

Cardinal Turkson, President of the Pontifical 

Council for Justice and Peace to institute suitable 

ways of celebrating this special day of prayer and 

reflection, and to promote a change in lifestyle for 

the common good of our environment.   As 

Christians we are called to be protectors of God’s 

magnificent handiwork ‘for us it is not an option 

but essential to a life of virtue.’  The World Day of 

Prayer offers an opportunity to bear witness to our 

responsibility as stewards of creation, to give 

thanks to God for all that He has entrusted to our 

care and seek His help for the protection as well 

as asking for pardon for the offences committed 

against the world. 

Everyone agrees the earth is our common 

inheritance, the fruits of which should be for the 

benefit of all.  However the poverty and the 

fragility of the planet requires new methods of 

managing the humanitarian and ecological crisis 

experienced at this time. 

 
w2.vatican.va 
 
From the LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE 
FRANCIS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
"WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF 
CREATION" 
 
Could your parish celebrate this special day of 

prayer? 

 

A PRAYER FOR OUR EARTH 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole 

universe  

and in the smallest of your creatures.  

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.  

Pour out upon us the power of your love,  

that we may protect life and beauty.  

Fill us with peace, that we may live  

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.  

O God of the poor,  

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this 

earth,  

so precious in your eyes.  

Bring healing to our lives,   

that we may protect the world and not prey on it,  

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and 

destruction.  

 

Touch the hearts  

of those who look only for gain  

at the expense of the poor and the earth.  

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,  

to be filled with awe and contemplation,  

to recognize that we are profoundly united  

with every creature as we journey towards your 

infinite light.  

We thank you for being with us each day.  

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle  

for justice, love and peace. 

 

* Pope Francis published this prayer in his Laudato Si’ 

encyclical, and is meant for sharing with all who  

believe in a God who is the all-powerful Creator. 

 

For more information join the Seasons of 

Creation on the Global Catholic Climate 

Movement website or find out more about 

Creation Time at wwww.columbans.co.uk 

Heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to the Lord your God, the earth with all that is in it. 

Deuteronomy 10:14  



If you would like to be added to our emailing list to receive a copy of our newsletter, updates or reports for notices of actions or 
forthcoming events or are able to send a donation, please use the form below: 
 

Name:……………………………………………………………..   I would like to receive future newsletters by: 
 
Address:…………………………………………………………...  E-mail:                
 
……………………………………Postcode:  ……………………  Email:___________________________________________              
    

I enclose a donation of £                towards costs          (PAYABLE TO SOUTHWARK JUSTICE & PEACE OFFICE) 
 
Please send to:The Coordinator, Southwark J & P Office, Cathedral House, Westminster Bridge Rd, London, SE1 7HY                            
Phone/Fax: 020 7928 9742                                                                                   Email:office@southwarkjandp.co.uk 
 
Your details will only be used for purposes specified above, according to GDPR guidelines.  Personal details 
are not shared with other organisations. 

 

 

WORKING IN 

PARTNERSHIP  
 

 
For more information on how your parish, or com-

munity can LiveSimply go to:  

https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/How-to-Campaign/

Livesimply-award  Or contact Eileen or Marine at 

CAFOD Southwark  on 020 8466 990. 

Global Healing  

Available this August 2018 produced by CaFE on 

behalf of the Bishops Conference for England and 

Wales is the film Global Healing which will be avail-

able to parishes, groups or for individuals providing 

an opportunity for discussion and prayer.  Re-

sources are available for reflection and action.  To 

View the trailer and for more information go to: 

https://www.ourcommonhome.co.uk/ 

 
Join the Great  

British Bee Count 

with Friends of the Earth at 

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/

bee-count/great-british-bee-

count-2018-results-and-map? 

Download their free App be-

fore the 30th June and help with research into pre-

venting the extinction bees.  The app includes a 

handy bee identification guide, inspiration for bee -

friendly planting, and simple tips for creating polli-

nator-friendly habitats where you live. 

Currently EU organisations put 

into effect guidelines on air quality, 

climate change, energy use, water 

pollution, chemicals and wildlife. 

Greenpeace is warning that the government want to 

replace all this with an environmental watchdog - but 

crucially, it wouldn't have the power to enforce the 

law.  If the proposal goes ahead, this implies future 

breaches of environmental law by large corporations 

could go unchallenged.   The government is asking for 

opinions on its proposal. Now is the chance to stand 

up for clean air, wildlife, and our environment.  

https://secure.greenpeace.org.uk/page/s/green-watchdo 

source=EM&subsource=NBREBXPEEM01KY&utm_source

=gpeace&utm_medium=EM&utm_campaign=NBREBXPE

EM01KY 

 


