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The Election is coming! 
Maybe May 6th, maybe sooner or even possibly later 
but an election within the next 3 months is inevitable. 
 

Campaigning groups are putting forward the issues 
that they think we should be raising and there is a 
pretty good consensus on where we should be con-
centrating our attentions: 
 

Climate Justice:  Our past and present carbon emis-
sions mean that the UK and the rest of the developed 
world owe the people in developing countries a climate 
debt.  We have a moral duty to take a lead in cutting 
emissions and ensuring that poorer countries can grow 
sustainably and adapt to the needs of a changing 
world.  Copenhagen was a great disappointment but 
talks will be continuing through 2010 so our new  
government needs to hit the ground running. 
 

Let us ask our candidates what their party will do to 
provide additional aid (grants not loans) to protect the 
world that God gave us and to assist those countries 
being pushed even deeper into poverty by climate 
change. 
 

The Aid Budget:  In 1970 the UK government, along 
with other rich countries, pledged to give 0.7% of their 
national budget in aid. Successive UK governments 
have failed to meet this pledge, as have most of the 
other countries which made it.   
 

Following the MakePovertyHistory campaign in 2005 
all our political parties have committed themselves to 
meeting this aid target over time.  A draft bill turning 
these pledges into UK law is unlikely to be passed be-
fore the election so we need to make sure all parties 
keep their promise despite the tough economic times. 
 
Let us ask our candidates to commit themselves to 
working to make the 0.7% aid pledge a legal require-
ment for any future government. 

End the vulture culture:  The Debt Relief (Developing   
Countries) bill received its second reading on 26th 
February but has now stalled due to outstanding con-
cerns expressed by Conservative Treasury spokes-
man David Gauke.  When pressed Mr Gauke failed to 
give a commitment to tackling the issue should the 
Conservative Party form a government. 
 

This bill aims to prohibit the activities of so-called vul-
ture funds which buy up defaulted poor country debt 
and the sue in the UK courts for full and immediate 
repayment.  Only last November, two vulture funds 
took Liberia to court in the UK and were awarded 
£20m against one of the world’s poorest countries.  In 
the meantime another fund is trying to get a cut of  
Chinese investment going into the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo, preventing vitally needed investment. 
 

Let us ask our candidates if they will give their un-
equivocal support to get this bill through parliament. 
 

The UK Economy:  Just a thought of my own but all 
the talk about righting the problems created by the 
bank bailouts seem to be concentrated on cutting gov-
ernmet spending – not if but when and how hard.  
Already local government jobs are threatened and 
worries about which programmes will be cut and which 
jobs lost abound. 
  
There is a simple alternative which will not solve all the 
problems but could make a difference - put up taxes!  
A VAT increase may be on the cards but that hits the 
poorer relatively hardest, national insurance increases 
are a hidden tax and tend to discourage employment 
and so my question to our candidates is: 
 

Would you support a move to put 5p in the £1 on in-
come tax for all earning over say £25,000 pa?.  Not for 
ever but until the government finances are back in  
balance. 

                        General Election workshop 
              Saturday 27th March at CAFOD Brixton  10.30 to 4.00 
 

Find out how to lobby your candidates and prepare to challenge them at hustings,  
putting the fight against global poverty at the top of every party’s agenda. 
 

For more information and to REGISTER contact Rachael Varney    
e-mail: rvarney@cafod.org.uk or phone 020 7095 5413  



Thoughts on a visit to 
India             Terry Brown 

From most of what we read in 
our newspapers and see on our 
televisions India comes over as 
a booming country with increas-
ing prosperity.  The other side of 
the coin rarely gets a mention 
and when it does it is usually in 
some form of tribute to “Slumdog  
Millionaire” 
 

Over the past 16 years I have visited India 6 times 
and seen many changes.  In the cities, particularly, 
there are signs everywhere of a growing middle 
class, said now to number some 400 million.  The old 
Morris Oxford derived Ambassador cars are still 
there but vastly outnumbered by modern Indian built 
cars, and motorbikes crowd 
out the traditional auto rick-
shaws.  Look over a wall or 
down a backstreet and you 
will see sometimes desperate 
poverty, people living on the 
streets or in very makeshift 
accommodation but you will 
find this, to some extent, in 
every city in the world. 
 

But in “village India”, where 
around 72% of the population 
live, the story is rather  
different.  On one two hour car journey through the 
Eastern Ghats in Orissa we saw several vastly over-
loaded buses, auto rickshaw based vans which ap-
peared to be carrying 15 or 20 people, a few motor-
cycles and pedal bikes, a couple of pick up trucks, 
lots of people walking along the road and just one 
other private car. 
 

Available statistics give some 
idea of India as a whole.  From a 
population of 1.1 billion a growing 
middle of class of some 400 mil-
lion still leaves 700 million people 
scraping a living to the best of 
their abilities.  In 2005 the World 
Bank estimated that 456 million 
Indians were living under the 
global poverty line of $1.25 per 
day (purchasing power parity). 
This means that around a third of 
the global poor reside in India.  Although the Indian 
economy is growing steadily its growth is very un-
even when comparing different social groups, eco-
nomic groups, geographic regions, and rural and ur-
ban areas.   
 

Literacy rates are improving but at 66% still woefully 
low with the national rate for women below 55% and 
much lower than this in some states.  

Members of the St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) in 
India, with whom I made a recent visit to Andhra 
Pradesh and Orissa, are working quietly to improve 
the lives of the people in their communities.  With 
over 60,000 members, working in some 6500 par-
ishes they stand second in the world to Brazil in 
numbers.  As in the rest of the world SVP members 
are not the rich helping the poor but ordinary church 
members giving up their time to help those in need 
as best they can. 
 

In rural Orissa the Catholic community is found 
mainly within the tribal or scheduled castes.  These 
people, at the bottom of the social structure, gener-
ally eke out a meager living working in the fields for 
the landowners.  Daily wage rates are usually no 
more than Rs100 (about £1.40) per day and the 
availability of work is irregular. 
 

Given the vast size and diversity of the population 
inter-religious strife in India is 
relatively rare but between 
Christmas 2007 and Autumn 
2008 the Kandhamal region of 
Orissa was the scene of major 
anti-christian violence.  After 
some problems during the 
2007 Christmas season the 
troubles were re-ignited by 
Hindu radical groups on Aug. 
24, 2008, a day after Maoists 
gunned down a Hindu religious 

leader and four of his associates.  Although the Mao-
ists claimed responsibility for the killings, Hindu radi-
cal groups blamed the murders on Christians. 
 

During the ensuing violence 100 churches were de-
stroyed, 52 people murdered and over 50,000 fled to 
live in makeshift camps. Many are still there, too 

frightened to go back to their vil-
lages. 
 

For those who avoided the trou-
bles life is still tough. In the north 
of the state one priest was ex-
plaining to us that due to climate 
changes there is now lower rain-
fall and therefore rice, the main 
crop, could only be planted once 
a year rather than twice as had 
been the case.  “What do they do 
for the six months when there is 

no work?” we asked.  They migrate was the simple 
answer, travel to the cities and to states where they 
have to sleep rough but can earn a few rupees and 
keep body and soul together. 
 
In contemporary India these field workers now face 
increased competition from tractors and harvesting 
machines. Technology has tended to increase the 
gap between the prosperous and the poor. 



Each SVP group is obliged to identify and assist, on 
a regular basis, those in greatest need and support 
them as “adopted families”.  These can be families 
which due to ill health or infirmity have no wage 
earner but are often the single elderly with no family 
to support them or individuals, perhaps blind, who 
cannot work.  As in all SVP groups “secret bag” col-
lections are taken at each weekly meeting but the 
sums the members can afford are minimal (the aver-
age collection is about £1 per parish per week).  
Where then do they find the money they need?  “We 
beg” was the simple and brutal answer – not on 
street corners as there are already enough needy 
people there but by house to house collections, get-
ting a few rupees, here and there, from those that 
have very little to help those who have much less. 
 
The international twinning scheme, which has been 
growing and developing now for around 50 years, is 
a great source of support.  At 31st March 2009, of 
the 6359 parish groups 3327 were receiving twinning 
support primarily from England & Wales, Australia 
and Scotland. Groups in India which have received 
twinning grants for over 15 years are encouraged to 
forego their grant, where they can raise sufficient 
local support, in favour of a more needy group and 
there is some internal twinning within India which is 
now supporting a further 208 groups. 
 
The three elements of the scheme are mutual 
prayer, correspondence where language permits 
and what to us is a small cash sum.  In the UK this 
has been set at £10 per month for very many years, 
a very small sum but it represents an extra member 
putting in 7 or 8 days worth of his wages each 
month.  We ask, periodically, if we should seek to 
increase the sum we are sending but the answer is 
always the same.  We have 504 parish groups ap-
proved and on our waiting list (and probably a similar 
number in the pipeline), please keep the sum the 
same but find help for those on the waiting list. 
 
The SVP in India also provides support to enable  
poor students to continue and complete their educa-
tion.  This help starts with school children but can 
continue assistance up to college level providing 
support for those training in technical and job orien-
tated courses such as engineering and nursing.  A 
total 5793 students were assisted during 2008/9. 
 
As well as regular twinnage a wide range of small 
community based projects are supported each year, 
around 100 pa from England & Wales.  A typical 
scheme would be to provide livestock appropriate to 
the area; in Andhra Pradesh the beast of choice is 
the water buffalo.  Within the agreed limit on these 
projects of Rs60,000 (about £850) and a small local 
contribution a parish group can purchase 5 water 
buffaloes.   
 

These are given to the most needy families and will 
produce for them, after associated costs, around 
Rs1000 (about £14) per month from the sale of milk, 

a significant boost to their income.  From this they 
will be expected to make a regular donation to the 
SVP to help support the “adopted families”.  The first 
female offspring will be given back to the SVP and 
handed on to another family. 
 

There are schemes to train young women in sewing 
skills and to provide them with a treadle machine,  
again this is giving families an additional source of 

income and, at least in some places, they are asked 
to repay the cost of the machine and the rate of a 
few rupees a month.  This money is then used to 
purchase more machines to support more families. 
 

In total 298 small projects were set up in the last 
year.  As well as livestock and machines these pro-
vided petty shops and mobile stalls, drinking water, 
sanitation, housing repairs, computer training etc etc 
More major works helped repair the damage caused 
by flooding that affected several states and continu-
ing schemes run an AIDS hospice and a home for 
physically challenged girls as well as several homes 
for the elderly and medical care centres. 
 

I came away in awe and wonder and what is being 
achieved by a relatively small team of such  
dedicated volunteers who are quietly working away 
in their communities assisting those in need. 



Archbishop Kevin 
As I am sure you are all aware Archbishop Kevin has 
had to resign from office on health grounds. 
 

On behalf of Fr Michael and all those involved in the 
work of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation 
during his time as Archbishop we would like to thank 
him for all his work in establishing the present struc-
ture and his support throughout the years and wish 
him a speedy return to full health. 
———————————————————————-- 

Correspondence with the PM 
Following the publication of Caritas in Veritate, our 
chair Fr Michael Scanlon wrote to the Prime Minister 
sending him a copy of the Holy Father’s encyclical 
and inviting his thoughts. 
 

In his reply Gordon Brown pays tribute to  the Pope’s 
concern for peace and justice throughout the world 
and also thanks Fr Michael for the practical steps be-
ing taken in the Catholic communities to encourage 
justice and peace. 
 

Copies of the correspondence can be downloaded 
from our web site or obtained from the office. 
 

JOHN TUGGEY, was laid to rest on 15th February, 
having died quite unexpectedly earlier in the month. 
He was an active parishioner at Northfleet for some 
40 years, with a keen and sustained concern for 
peace and justice that was woven through the rest of 
his considerable work for the local church. Father 
Victor Vella, former parish priest, gave fervent praise 
to John's example of service at the funeral Mass 
celebrated by Bishop John Hine.  
 

Like many people working for justice and peace, 
John's faith was sustained by a strong prayer life 
and involvement in many other forms of action in 
and for the church, and by the support and enthusi-
asm of his late wife, Michelle. His record of work for 
others is all the more remarkable when we remem-
ber that his family played an important part in his life, 
always at the forefront of his concerns.  
 

He was faithful in taking communion to the sick and 
building up relationships with the regular recipients, 
an empathy also shown as a visitor to asylum seek-
ers in the Medway Detention Centre. He was a long-
standing and active member of the local group of 
covenanting churches (and more recently served on 
the Kent Commission for Ecumenism), eager to 
learn more and more about the good news of Christ 
and to spread it to others. He accompanied ministers 
from all denominations on visits to the most under-
privileged streets, where they were not always wel-
comed.  (Phil Kerton) 

Mass in Memory of Oscar Romero 
 Marking the 30th anniversary of his  

assassination  
St George's, Cathedral, SE1.    

24th March 12.30               All welcome.  
————————————————————————————————- 

Our Spring Assembly 
May 22nd Aylesford Priory  

10.30 to 4.00  
 

Grassroots Social Justice 
Come and listen to all the parish based organisations 
working, in their own ways, for Social Justice and 

learn what is happening at the grassroots. 
 

Keynote Speaker Rt Hon. John Battle 
John Battle has been Member of Parliament for 
Leeds West since 1987 and is standing down at this 
election.  A Fellow of Blackfriars Hall, Oxford, John 
will be playing an active role in the work of Las 
Casas Institute which promotes research on the  
relationship of faith to public life. 
 

He is  also a columnist for The Universe and Catholic 
Post. 

       

 

 

 
 

National Justice and Peace Network  

2010 Annual Conference 
‘Our Daily Bread:  
      Food Security, People and Planet” 

16-18 July 2010 
The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick 

Headline speakers, programmes of activities for  
children and young people, Just Fair- resources and 

information from many organisations.  
For booking forms contact the office or go to 

www.justice-and-peace.org.uk 
———————————————————————- 

Choosing the Common Good 

Published by the Bishops’ Conference of England & 
Wales this is a much briefer document than “The 
Common Good” which was published in 1996.   
 

It seeks to present some of the key themes of  
Catholic Social Teaching in the light of the changing 
conditions in our society.  A good read. 

Southwark JPIC Office, Cathedral House, Westminster Bridge Rd., London  SE1 7HY 
Phone: 0207 928 9742           e-mail: office@southwarkjandp.co.uk         web site: www.southwarkjandp.co.uk 


