
High rents keeping people stuck in homelessness. 
Homeless people are finding it difficult to move on from homelessness and hostels because of a shortage of 
affordable housing the Caritas Social Action Network (CSAN) has warned. The network said rents have risen 
in some London boroughs by 20 per cent in the last year and that around 32 per cent of people being support-
ed by homeless agencies who want to move on from hostels and shelters into their own accommodation are 
unable to do so. They are being prevented from making the move because of a combination of high rents and 
the requirement of a large deposit, often two months' rent.  
 

The current housing market has added to the challenges many homeless people already face in finding em-
ployment, with the result being that they have to remain in homeless services. CSAN surveyed over 450 home-
less agencies last year and found that only 10 per cent of clients had successfully found paid employment.  
 

CSAN's Chief Executive, Helen O'Brien said: "To learn that over a third of people in homeless shelters are  
restricted by a lack of affordable housing is shocking. This is not only a drain on the services for those most in 
need, but highlights even more the necessity for housing that people can afford. "We're talking here about  
families and wage-earners being forced to rely on homeless services, simply because cost to rent has spiralled 
out of control. To be emotionally and spiritually ready to move from a shelter into your own home yet to be held 
back by staggering rent prices must be truly heartbreaking."  
 

Chief Executive of Housing Justice, Alison Gelder appealed to churches to respond to the crisis. "The word 
'homeless' is most obviously associated with rough sleeping and it is the most visible way society encounters 
and understands housing need," she said. "But homelessness has many faces – and shelters, supported 
housing and overflow B&Bs accommodate many people who are navigating their way between the street and a 
home of their own”.  
 

Housing Justice is calling on churches and parishioners to do all they can to increase the supply of genuinely 
affordable housing. Without adequate and affordable housing, re-entering society is like trying to climb a ladder 
without rungs or foot holes. 
—————————————————————————————————— 
Do you know anyone facing discrimination because of their nationality 
when trying to rent a property?  
If so, please let The New Citizens Legal Service (NCLS), a new organisation 
closely associated with Citizens UK, know because they are looking to take action.  
 

They are collecting testimony of discrimination in the rental housing sector affecting young non-European  
migrants or non-European migrants with children. They have heard stories of properties listed to rent that  
suddenly become unavailable when a person’s nationality is revealed. Specifically, they are looking for people 
under 25 years old, or people with children, who have faced or are facing discrimination in connection with 
their (or their parents’) nationality in the rental sector. 
  

NCLS is creating a strategic litigation project in conjunction with Hansen Palomares Solicitors and they need 
our help to find people subject to this form of discrimination. If you know anyone who has faced this situation, 
please be in contact with Daniel Mackintosh on Daniel.mackintosh@citizensuk.org or 074 549 71830 
  

There are two kinds of discrimination on the grounds of race or nationality? 
Direct discrimination occurs when a person (in this case the private landlord or estate agent) treats another 
one (the renter) less favourably than he would treat others because of the renter’s nationality. Here are three 
examples of direct discrimination: a) If a landlord says:  “Sorry, we do not rent properties to people who come 
from your country” b) If a landlord pretends that a flat is not available when a person of a particular nationality 
calls them c) if a landlord charges a different amount of money to people of a particular nationality (including 
foreign students of a particular nationality). 
  

Indirect discrimination occurs when the landlord/estate agent implements a practice which, when applied to the 
renter, puts them at a disadvantage in comparison to renters of different nationalities, and there is no reasona-
ble justification for such conduct. For instance, if the landlord says “Sorry, the flat is not available - we only rent 
to people who can prove that their families have lived in the UK for 100 years”. This policy discriminates 
against all new migrants. There is a blog at h�p://migrantrentalrights.wordpress.com/ 
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Migrants Mass 2014 
London is one of the most cosmopolitan cities in the 
world, home to migrant communities who have come 
to seek shelter from oppression and to improve their 
situation. Many of the new migrants to our city are 
Catholics and their social needs are made manifest  
in our churches and parish communities.  
 

Each year, working with London Citizens and the  
ethnic chaplains, the Justice & Peace workers from 
the three London dioceses organise a mass on the 
first May bank holiday for all migrant communities, 
this year’s was in a packed Westminster Cathedral 
with Bishop Pat Lynch as the Principal Celebrant. 
 

In his excellent homily, which was received with a 
round of heartfelt applause from the congregation, 
Bishop Pat paid tribute to the contribution immigrants make to Britain and the Church.  He spoke movingly 
about the plight of victims of trafficking with a special mention of the recent conference held in Rome and 
made a plea to the Government to give legal status to the thousands of undocumented migrant children living 
in the United Kingdom, many of whom have been born here. 
 
The full text of the homily was: 
 

“About two months ago whilst carrying out a visitation in a parish in South London I went into the church 
about a half an hour before the Sunday evening mass and I noticed a group of six young Filipinos sitting  
quietly in prayer.  I started up a conversation with them and I was surprised to find out that it was their first 
Sunday in London.  They had arrived from the Philippines three days previously and were beginning work at 
Kings College Hospital the following morning.  What struck me immediately was how quickly they had found 
out where the nearest Catholic Church was and how enthusiastic they were about their faith.  Moreover, I 
was also deeply impressed by the fact that they were all very well qualified in different specialist areas of 
nursing. 
 

I start with this experience because our Mass today – for the feast of St. Joseph the Worker – is a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate and appreciate the tremendous contribution that migrants make to our Church and to 
our society not only here in London but throughout the country and secondly it is an opportunity to speak up 
for and to speak out for the most vulnerable migrants living here in the U.K. 
 

It is important, first of all, to affirm the tremendous contribution migrants are making to our society and to our 
Church here in London.  You enrich our society through the values you live and through the work you do.  
Your dedication to national institutions like the National Health Service - as doctors and nurses but also as 
carers and cleaners - is invaluable.  You have been willing to take on low paid jobs in catering and cleaning, 
in domestic service and agriculture and in fish and food processing and you have been willing to work in diffi-
cult and sometimes dangerous work in the fishing industry.  The Church recognises and appreciates the 
work you do and the gifts you bring. We must, as Pope Francis says in Evangelii Gaudium, “overcome para-
lysing mistrust and integrate those who are different” (no 210).  We cannot accept the attitude of some who 
criticize migrant workers especially from Eastern Europe but at the same time are willing for society to benefit 
from the hard work and very often the low pay of migrant workers on the other.  In today’s first reading we 
are reminded that we are all made in God’s image and we are all called to cooperate with God in building a 
better world together.  It is important, therefore, that we continue to create a society that is fully integrated 
both socially and culturally. 
 

Likewise, your contribution as migrants to the Catholic Church has for many years been immense.    For 
many years our parishes up and down the country but especially in the large cities have benefited from the 
faith, the joyfulness and the prayerfulness of immigrant communities from all over the world – first from Ire-
land and Italy, then from the West Indies and Poland, from the Philippines and other parts of Asia and most 
recently from Africa, Eastern Europe and South America.  While immigration does present challenges – both 
social and cultural – it is important to recognise how we as a Church have been tremendously enriched by 
the presence and prayer of migrant communities.  Let me give you one specific example. 
 

A few weeks ago I attended a wonderful concert in St. Peter’s Church in Woolwich in South London.  Six 
Gospel choirs representing four Catholic schools and one parish presented an inspiring programme of Gos-
pel music. The church was packed.  Over two hundred and fifty young people participated (ninety percent of 
whom were of an African background), inspiring us with a wonderful repertoire of hymns.  For me it was a 
wonderful example of how migrant communities have brought new life to our worship and reminded us that 
worship and prayer must come first and foremost from the heart if it is to touch the hearts of others and in-
deed attract others. 



As a Church we must also speak out on behalf of 
migrants - especially the poorest and the most  
vulnerable.  In today’s Gospel Matthew describes 
the hostile reaction evoked by Jesus’ prophetic 
teaching.  His teaching always had both a  
comforting and a challenging character – always 
proclaiming a message of hope but always calling 
his listeners to change and conversion.  Jesus  
always presents us with a choice and we can  
respond positively like true disciples or negatively 
like the people of Jesus’ home village.  
  

Likewise, we too are called to proclaim a message 
of hope to those who are poor and vulnerable.  
This is a theme very close to the heart of Pope 
Francis.  Again and again in Evangelii Gaudium 
and in his homilies he calls us to recognize the 

suffering Christ in those who are experiencing new forms of poverty and vulnerability in the world today.  In 
that regard, I believe that the Church here in England and Wales must be especially concerned about and 
speak up for two of the most vulnerable migrant groups in our society – the victims of trafficking and  
undocumented children. 
 

At a recent conference in Rome on Combating Human Trafficking Pope Francis himself described human 
trafficking as “an open wound on the Body of Christ”.   In Evangelii Gaudium he invited us “to open our eyes 
and see our brothers and sisters who are enslaved in clandestine workshops, in rings of prostitution, in  
children used for begging, in exploiting undocumented labour”.  Not all trafficking takes place across I 
nternational borders but a considerable amount of trafficking does.  All of us must, therefore, become more 
aware of the problem of human trafficking, more courageous in reporting the existence of human trafficking, 
more generous in supporting those who work with the victims and survivors of trafficking and more open to 
working together to eliminate human trafficking.  I would like, therefore, to commend Her Majesty’s  
Government on the recent introduction of the Bill on Human Slavery and I warmly welcome its commitment  
to combat and eliminate human slavery and trafficking. 
 

Secondly, the recent report “No Way In, No Way Out” highlights the very difficult situation that thousands and 
thousands of undocumented children - children of irregular migrants - are facing in the U.K. at this present 
time.  Many have been born in this country or have lived nearly all their lives here.  They seem to be caught 
between conflicting policy agendas – namely the protection of children’s rights on the one hand and the  
enforcement of immigration control on the other.  I would ask the Government to look as a matter of urgency 
at possible proposals which might provide effective and workable pathways for undocumented migrant  
children to have their legal status regularised.  
 

In conclusion, in today’s Mass we celebrate and appreciate the wonderful contribution that migrant workers 
make to our city, to our society and to our Church but we also pray that God will give us the courage to be 
‘the sign of hope and compassion’ that Pope Francis calls us to be – welcoming, helping and speaking up for 
the most vulnerable in our world today”.  
 

The 2015 mass will be at St George’s Cathedral on May 4th with Archbishop Peter as Principal Celebrant.  
———————————————————————————————————————————————— 
Jewish Voice for Peace. 
If you are in Brighton on any Saturday between 1pm and 3pm along Western Road there will be a pro-
Palestinian protest outside what sounds like the kind of shop we may like to support, EcoStream.  There will 
also be pro-Israel demonstrators on the other side of the road.  The protests are because the shop is owned 
by Soda Stream whose factory is on illegally occupied Palestinian land. 
 

The campaign against Soda Stream stretches much further of course and the Seattle chapter of Jewish 
Voice for Peace may have just launched what is probably the single best new resource for understanding the 
role Soda Stream plays in Israel’s occupation of Palestinian land.  
 

Go to their interactive www.burstthebubble.org website (if you do not have internet find a passing child) and 
watch the videos, this is one of the best campaigning sites I have seen. You can then click on the Facebook 
and Twitter share buttons to spread the word.  
 

Jewish Voice for Peace say that SodaStream keeps the gears of military occupation and theft of Palestinian 
land turning. Which is why they need our help to build power towards prioritizing Palestinian land and water 
rights over the green bucks of corporations like SodaStream. In fact, campaign successes go well beyond 
Oxfam recently choosing to distance itself from SodaStream spokesperson Scarlett Johansson. Earth Day 
Network have now agreed that companies profiting from human rights abuses have no place in the global 
environmental movement, and have cut all ties with SodaStream. 



Situation Vacant:   The Religious of the Assumption, wish to appoint an experienced educational worker 
with responsibility for their work on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation, with special concern for  
ecological matters. The successful applicant will be expected to communicate the distinctive contribution of 
the Assumption on JPIC issues, to engage a range of groups particularly the young, in deepening their un-
derstanding of these issues in relation to faith, and to motivate them to respond in faith and practical action. 
 

A renewable 2 year fixed term contract of 25 hours a week £28,000 (pro-rata) Application pack available from 
enquiries@assumptionreligious.org or 020 7361 4756.  Closing date: 2nd June  Interview date: 13th June.  
————————————————————————————————————————————————
June 7th - CAFOD Southwark Summer Pilgrimage 
Meet 12 noon at St Francis de Sales Church, Church Rd., Hartley DA3 8DW for a simple soup lunch followed 
by a 3-4 mile countryside walk on pathways with stops for prayer and reflection. There is also a simpler short 
walk for those that prefer. Return to St Francis for tea and cake by 4pm and there is mass there at 5.30.  
 

June 11th - No Faith in Trident Lobby of Parliament.  
12 noon - 6:00pm, Bruce Kent's No Faith in Trident tour during the month of April is building up to a national 
lobby of parliament and an evening rally for people of all faith communities - and none - who are opposed to 
Trident. Things to do: Contact your MP in advance and arrange a meeting with them on 11th June. Inform 
CND so they know that you are coming and can provide you with their latest info. For more information on 
the lobby, phone 020 7700 2393 or email parliamentary@cnduk.org  
 

June 21st - Archdiocese of Southwark Caritas Roadshow 
10 for 10.30 until 3.30 at St Peter's, Woolwich. Speakers Bishop Pat Lynch and  Helen O'Brien CEO of 
CSAN.  Short presentations from inspiring individuals, workshops and "Church in Action" marketplace. 

July 5th - Ministries of Welcoming in the Church 
9am to 5pm at Heythrop College, 23 Kensington Square, W8 5HN this conference on healing and reconcillia-
tion addresses the theology of the New Evangalisation fostered by Pope Francis.  Many inspiring speakers 
and choices of workshops.  Tickets £25 including lunch.  For further information or to book go to: 
jesuit.org.uk/ministriesofwelcoming 
 

July 18th to 20th National Justice & Peace Network Conference -  Called to Life in All Its Fullness  
Organised by NJPN Executive Committee with Christians Aware and Vincentians in Partnership. A confer-
ence to empower lay people to accept the responsibility of their baptism, provide an opportunity to bring 
our life experiences and relate them to our baptismal call, be a celebration of life and a renewal of vision. 
Speakers Sarah Teather MP; Mary Colwell; Gemma Simmonds CJ; Clare Dixon; Chair: Rev Ruth Gee.  
  

 A family friendly event with special programmes for children and for young people held at the Hayes  
Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire. Booking forms now available from Southwark JPIC office or 
from NJPN, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX. Tel 020 7901 4864  

If you would like to be added to the mailing list, receive the newsletter by email, get notice of actions or forthcoming 
events via email, or are able to send a donation, please use the form below: 
 

Name:……………………………………………………………..   I would like to receive future newsletters by: 
 

Address:…………………………………………………………...  Post:                          E-mail:               Both:    
 
……………………………………Postcode:  ……………………  Please put me the e-mail list to receive regular 
                                                                                                   updates on Justice & Peace issues:   
Email:___________________________________________              
    

 
I enclose a donation of £                towards costs          (PAYABLE TO SOUTHWARK JUSTICE & PEACE OFFICE) 

 
Please send to:The Coordinator, Southwark J & P Office, Cathedral House, Westminster Bridge Rd, London, SE1 7HY              
Phone/Fax: 020 7928 9742                                                                                   Email:office@southwarkjandp.co.uk 

June 28th - Walk for Peace and Commemorate Peace making between 1914—2014 
The Dioceses of Westminster, Southwark and Brentwood, together with Pax Christi invite you to join us in a 
walk for peace. Everyone is welcome, especially families and children. 
 

The route begins at the Ghandi statue in Tavistock Square at 10am.  There will be opportunities to join at 
other points along the way, with a stop for picnic lunch in the garden behind Lambeth Palace. The walk will 
end with a short prayer service at 3.00pm in the Tibetan Peace Garden opposite St George’s Cathedral.  
 

For more information and to let us know you are coming please contact the office or phone 0207 928 9742 
and leave a message.  


